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14.  For this reason I kneel before the Father,  
15.  from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name.  
 
16.  I pray that  out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you w ith power  
through his Spirit in your inner being,  
 17.  so that Christ may dwell in your hearts throu gh faith . And I pray that  you, 
being rooted and established in love,  
 18.  may have power , together with all the saints, to grasp  how wide and long 
and high and deep is the love of Christ ,  
 19.  and to know this love that surpasses knowledg e--that you may be filled to 
the measure of all the fullness of God .  
 
 20.  Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at work within us,  
 
 21.  to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for 
ever and ever! Amen. 
 



1.  His Purpose  
The will of God, the purposes of God… 
Prayer puny prayers, or pray powerful prayers 
 

1. God’s Eternal Purpose – always the same 
2. God’s Primary Purpose – glorify Christ 
3. God’s Intended Purpose – for you and me 

 
Prayer one is about God's purposes (4 times) 
Prayer two is about God's purposes (The Purpose-Dri ven Church/Life) 
For this reason [cause, purpose] (5 times) 
 
Too often we pray our purposes as though we could somehow strong-arm God into 
doing what we think is best for us.  We are often only concerned about our needs 
and wants and not what God wants.  
 
Here is a prayer that will change your life" "Lord, break my heart with the things that 
break the heart of God."  That is a quote from Bob Pierce, founder of World Vision 
once wrote on the flyleaf of his Bible, "Let my heart be broken by the things that 
break the heart of God." 
 
The indictment of J. B. Phillips in his little book, Your God is Too Small is true for 
most of us. We are guilty of being little better than the pagans when we pray. Jesus 
addressed this issue with his disciples and the Pharisees who prayed pagan-like 
prayers.  
 
If we would begin to pray God-honoring prayers, that is, prayers in the will of God, 
according to the purposes of God, we will find wonderful gushing waterfalls of 
miraculous answers.  
  
"Ask anything in my name…" 
John 14:13-14   And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. 14  If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it…  
John 15:16   Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and 
bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my 
name, he may give it you.  
John 16:23   And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye 
shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. 24  Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: 
ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full. 26  At that day ye shall ask in my name: and I say 
not unto you, that I will pray the Father for you: 
 
Will of God 
Romans 8:27  And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he 
maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 
 



You Ask Amiss  
James 4:3  Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts. 
 
"Amiss" is Kakos , word also translated evil, bad, wrong, miserable,  to be ill, diseased, 
improperly, wrongly, to speak ill of, revile, one.  Same word is used of Sick People.  
 

“You Ask Amiss” – James 4:3 
Wrong thinking breeds wrong praying. 
Wrong praying spawns puny prayers. 

Puny prayers lead to puny lives. 
Puny lives end as defeated Christians. 

 
What is the revealed will of God ? 
What are God's primary purposes concerning you? 
 
"Love the Lord your God will all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and then 
love your brother even as much as you love yourself ." 
 
Mark 12:30  And thou shalt love the Lord thy God wi th all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. 
Matthew 22:37  Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love  the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 
Luke 10:27  And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and w ith all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. 
 
Paul returns to that core purpose  
      of the Father for every saint in Christ Jesus .  
 
It begins with knowing Christ - the passion of the love of Christ, power of 
Christ strengthened in inner man, the presence of i ndwelling Christ, and 
experience all the fullness of God (plenitude). 
 
"This is the will of God, even your sanctification ." 
1 Thessalonians 4:3-4   For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye 
should abstain from fornication: 4 That every one of you should know how to possess 
his vessel in sanctification and honor; 
1 John 3:8   He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the 
beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy 
the works of the devil. 
Romans 12:2   And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect, will of God. 
1 Thessalonians 4:3-4 For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye 
should abstain from fornication: 
1 John 3:8   He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the 
beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy 
the works of the devil. 
 
 
 



2.  His Petitions  
�

�-  "���� �������������� ����������������/#����0�
That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory,   
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Romans 6-7  6:6. For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of 
sin might be done away with,  that we should no longer be slaves to sin-- 7.  because anyone 
who has died has been freed from sin.  
 
2 Corinthians 4:16  For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet 
the inward man is renewed day by day. 
 
Galatians 2:20  I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himself for me. 
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John 14:23  Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will 
love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. 
1 John 4:4 Greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world. 
Matthew 1:23  Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name 
Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with  us. 
Colossians 1:27  To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the 
Gentiles; which is Christ  in you, the hope of glory: 
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Young Biff: Why don't you make like a tree and get out of here?  
Old Biff: It's *leave*, you idiot! "Make like a tree, and leave." You sound like (such) a 
fool when you say it wrong. 
 
“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?” Ro mans 8:35 �
35  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 38  For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 39  Nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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(ie) Napoleon’s army uncovers the Spanish Inquisition finds man who  
drew a cross with words, height, depth, length, width at each corner of cross.  
 
(ie) Story of Song, The Love of God 
 
John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son, the whosoever beleiveth in him shall 
not perish, but have everlasting life.  
1 John 4:19  We love him, because he first loved us. 
Ephesians 2:1-10  And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2  Wherein in time past ye 
walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now 
worketh in the children of disobedience: 3  Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the 
lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, 
even as others. 4  But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 5  Even when we were 
dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 6  And hath raised us up together, 
and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 7  That in the ages to come he might shew the 
exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. 8  For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9  Not of works, lest any man should boast. 10  For 
we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we 
should walk in them. 
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Surpasses knowledge… know the unknowable, comprehend the incomprehensibl e.  
to know <1097> (5629) the love <26> of Christ, which (sur)passes (huperballo)<5235> 
(5723) knowledge <1108> 
Unsearchable Riches – Eph 3:8 , 3:16  
Romans 11:33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how 

unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 
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“All the fullness of God.”  What does that mean? To be filled to the measure with all that 
God has planned and intended for you in Christ. To reach your fullest potential in the plan of 
God. To experience all that God in Christ has in store for you.   
 
Ephesians 3:19  And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the 

fulness of God. 
Ephesians 5:18  And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; 
Colossians 2:9  For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 
1 Corinthians 2:9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of 
man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 
Jeremiah 29:11 
For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future.  
Joshua 1:8 
Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful 
to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 
3 John 1:2  Beloved, I wish above all things that thou may prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospers. 
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Paul has prayed for you and me. 
Jesus is praying for you and me. 
The Holy Spirit intercedes for you. 
The Father is rooting for you and me.  
That we would grasp the extreme love of Christ for you and me,  
and understand that God is for you, not against you! 
 
 
Next Week.  
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He uses superlatives 
In grammar the superlative of an adjective or adverb is a form of adjective or adverb 
which indicates that something has some feature to a greater degree than anything it 
is being compared to in a given context. 
 
Immeasurably more…huper-perissos 
Exceeding (huper) <5228> abundantly (perissos)  <1537> <4053> above (huper) <5228> all 
<3956>  
 
 

Unsearchable Riches  
Job 5:9  Which does great things and unsearchable; marvellous things without 

number: 
Psalms 145:3  Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; and his greatness is 

unsearchable. 
Proverbs 25:3  The heaven for height, and the earth for depth, and the heart of kings 

is unsearchable. 
Romans 11:33  O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 

how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 
 
Ephesians 3:8  Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace 
given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; 
 
421 �����������	
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  anexichniastos an-ex-ikh-nee'-as-tos  

from 1 (as a negative particle) and a presumed derivative of a compound of 1537 and a 
derivative of 2487; adj ; AV-past finding out 1, unsearchable 1; 2  
1) that cannot be searched out, that cannot be comprehended 
 
2487 ���	
���	
���	
���	
  ichnos ikh'-nos  
from ikneomai (to arrive, cf 2240); TDNT-3:402,379; n n  
AV-step 3; 3  
1) a footprint, track, footstep  
2) in the NT, metaph. of imitating the example of any one  
 

Untraceable 
footsteps 
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Mixed Metaphors 
Is the mixing or mismatching of illustrative metaphors.  
 
A salesman told viewers that a keyboard would teach "your mind's eye to play by ear." (Home 
Shopping Network, 12/9/2000, submitted by James Breig)  
 
Once you open a can of worms, they always come home to roost. (Mike McConnel on WLW Radio, 
Cincinnati - contributed by Bruce Haining)  
 
Their other accused them of them of living "high on the cob." (Jerry Kindall)  
 

Oxymoron 
 
Deliberate use of oxymora 
"O anything of nothing first create! / O heavy lightness, serious vanity! / Misshapen chaos of well-
seeming forms! / Feather of lead, bright smoke, cold fire, sick health!" William Shakespeare, Romeo 
and Juliet, Act 1, Scene 1  
 
"It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of 
foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was 
the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had everything 
before us, we had nothing before us, we were all going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct the 
other way..." Charles Dickens, "A Tale of Two Cities",  
 

Napoleon’s Army uncover the Spanish Inquisition 
From James Montgomery Boice, Ephesians, p. 111, and other research 
From History of the Old Albigenses, Jean Paul Perrin with additions written in the 1840s, 1991 edition, Ages 
Digital Library, Book 3, 311ff. 
 
“When Napoleon’s armies opened a prison that had been used in the Spanish Inquisition 
they found the remains of a prisoner who had been incarcerated for his faith. The dungeon 
was underground. The body had long since decayed. Only a chain fastened around an 
anklebone cried out from his confinement. But this prisoner, long since dead, had left a 
witness. On the wall of his small cell this faithful soldier of Christ had scratched a rough cross 
with four words surrounding it in Spanish. Above the cross was the panish worfd for “height”. 
Below it was the word “depth.”  To the left the word “width.” To the right the word “length.”  
Clearly this prisoner wanted to testify to the surpassing greatness of the love of Christ, 
perceived even in suffering. “ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The Love of God 
Frederick M. Lehman, "History of the Song, The Love of God," 1948 
Music: Frederick Lehman; arranged by his daughter, 

Words: he wrote this song in 1917 in Pasadena, California, and it was published in Songs 
That Are Different, Volume 2, 1919. The lyrics are based on the Jewish poem Haddamut, 
written in Aramaic in 1050 by Meir Ben Isaac Nehorai, a cantor in Worms, Germany; they 
have been translated into at least 18 languages. Lehman also wrote the history  of the words 
to this song. The music was arranged by his daughter, Claudia L. Mays. Many years before 
that a man had adapted the third stanza of Meier's poem and wrote them across the wall of 
his small room. His writing was not found until after he died and had been carried out to his 
grave. Here's what that poor soul had scribbled on his wall, and these are the words that 
Frederick Lehman included in his song... 

“One day, during short intervals of inattention to our work, we picked up a scrap of paper, 
and seated upon an empty lemon box pushed againt the wall, with a stub pencil added the 
first two stanzas and chorus of the song. The lines (third stanza from a Jewish poem) had 
been found penciled on the wall of a patient’s room in an insane asylum after he had been 
carried to his grave, and the general opinion was that this inmate had written the epic in 
moments of sanity.”  

The love of God is greater far 
Than tongue or pen can ever tell; 
It goes beyond the highest star, 
And reaches to the lowest hell; 
The guilty pair, bowed down with care, 
God gave His Son to win; 
His erring child He reconciled, 
And pardoned from his sin. 

Refrain 

O love of God, how rich and pure! 
How measureless and strong! 
It shall forevermore endure 
The saints’ and angels’ song. 

When years of time shall pass away, 
And earthly thrones and kingdoms fall, 
When men, who here refuse to pray, 
On rocks and hills and mountains call, 
God’s love so sure, shall still endure, 
All measureless and strong; 
Redeeming grace to Adam’s race— 
The saints’ and angels’ song. 

Could we with ink the ocean fill, 
And were the skies of parchment made, 
Were every stalk on earth a quill, 
And every man a scribe by trade, 
To write the love of God above, 
Would drain the ocean dry. 
Nor could the scroll contain the whole, 
Though stretched from sky to sky. 



Old Man and Inner Man./ Outer Man and Inner man 
 
Romans 6:6  Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might 

be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 
Ephesians 4:22  That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is 

corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 
Colossians 3:9  Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 
 
2 Corinthians 4:16  For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet 
the inward man is renewed day by day. 
 
Galatians 2:20  I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himself for me. 
 
 
Dwight L. Moody 
Dwight L. Moodyis the famous quotation: “The world has yet to see what God can do 
with a man fully consecrated to him. By God’s help, I aim to be that man.” 
 
In fact, Moody did not originate the line. Henry Varley, a British revivalist who had 
befriended the young American in Dublin, recalled that in 1873 Moody asked him to 
recount words they had spoken in private conversation a year earlier, just before 
Moody’s return to the United States. Varley provides this account (as recorded in 
Paul Gericke’s Crucial Experiences in the Life of D.L. Moody): 
 
During the afternoon of the day of conference Mr. Moody asked me to join him in the 
vestry of the Baptist Church. We were alone, and he recalled the night’s meeting at 
Willow Park and our converse the following morning. 
 
“Do you remember your words?” he said. 
 
I replied, “I well remember our interview, but I do not recall any special utterance.” 
 
“Don’t you remember saying, ‘Moody, the world has yet to see what God will do with 
a man fully consecrated to him?’ ” 
 
“Not the actual sentence,” I replied. 
 
“Ah,” said Mr. Moody, “those were the words sent to my soul, through you, from the 
Living God. As I crossed the wide Atlantic, the boards of the deck of the vessel were 
engraved with them, and when I reached Chicago, the very paving stones seemed 
marked with ‘Moody, the world has yet to see what God will do with a man fully 
consecrated to ... 



St Patrick’s Prayer 
 
I  arise today 
Through a mighty strength, the invocation of the Trinity, 
Through the belief in the threeness, 
Through confession of the oneness 
Of the Creator of Creation. 
 
I arise today 
Through the strength of Christ's birth with his baptism, 
Through the strength of his crucifixion with his burial, 
Through the strength of his resurrection with his ascension, 
Through the strength of his descent for the judgment of Doom. 
 
I arise today 
Through the strength of the love of Cherubim, 
In obedience of angels, 
In the service of archangels, 
In hope of resurrection to meet with reward, 
In prayers of patriarchs, 
In predictions of prophets, 
In preaching of apostles, 
In faith of confessors, 
In innocence of holy virgins, 
In deeds of righteous men. 
 
I arise today 
Through the strength of heaven: 
Light of sun, 
Radiance of moon, 
Splendor of fire,  
Speed of lightning, 
Swiftness of wind, 
Depth of sea, 
Stability of earth, 
Firmness of rock. 
 
I arise today 
Through God's strength to pilot me: 
God's might to uphold me, 
God's wisdom to guide me, 
God's eye to look before me, 
God's ear to hear me, 
God's word to speak for me, 
God's hand to guard me, 
God's way to lie before me, 
God's shield to protect me, 
God's host to save me 
From snares of devils, 
From temptations of vices, 
From everyone who shall wish me ill, 



Afar and anear, 
Alone and in multitude. 
 
I summon today all these powers between me and those evils, 
Against every cruel merciless power that may oppose my body and soul, 
Against incantations of false prophets, 
Against black laws of pagandom 
Against false laws of heretics, 
Against craft of idolatry, 
Against spells of witches and smiths and wizards, 
Against every knowledge that corrupts man's body and soul. 
 
Christ to shield me today 
Against poison, against burning, 
Against drowning, against wounding, 
So that there may come to me abundance of reward. 
 
Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me,  
Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 
Christ on my right, Christ on my left, 
Christ when I lie down, Christ when I sit down, Chr ist when I arise, 
Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me, 
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me, 
Christ in every eye that sees me, 
Christ in every ear that hears me. 
 
I arise today 
Through a mighty strength, the invocation of the Trinity, 
Through belief in the threeness, 
Through confession of the oneness, 
Of the Creator of Creation. 


