Giving Glory To God

Believing God Our Provider
“Believing God for more than we ever dared to ask or imagine”
Ephesians 3:20-21
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The Glory of God in the Church

Ephesians 3:20-21 NIV




Glory of God

Luke 2:9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon thena, tweglory of the Lord shone
round about them: and they were sore afraid.

1 Corinthians 10:31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsogeetlo, do all to the
glory of God.

1 Corinthians 1:26-29

26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how thatmahy wise men after the flesh, not many,
mighty, not many noblare called 27 But God hath chosen the foolish things ofvtioeld

to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the wWeags of the world to confound the
things which are mighty; 28 And base things ofwueld, and things which are despised,
hath God chosetyea and things which are not, to bring to noughtgisithat are: That no
flesh shouldylory in his presence

2 Corinthians 1:20 For all the promises of God in hiane yea, and in him Amen, unto the
glory of God by us.

1 Corinthians 15:40 There arealso celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrialthedlory of
the celestials one, and theglory of the terrestrials another.

1 Corinthians 15:41 There isoneglory of the sun, and anothglory of the moon, and
anothemlory of the stars: foonestar differeth fronanotherstar in glory.

Revelation 1:6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God anBather; to hinbeglory
and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

Revelation 4:9 And when those beasts gig®ry and honour and thanks to him that sat on
the throne, who liveth for ever and ever,

Revelation 4:11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receiggory and honour and power: for thou
hast created all things, and for thy pleasure #reyand were created.

Revelation 5:12 Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb thais slain to receive
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, andurgandylory, and blessing.

Revelation 5:13 And every creature which is in heaven, and oretirégh, and under the
earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that #iem, heard | saying, Blessing, and
honour, andjlory, and powerbe unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unéoLtiimb
for ever and ever.

Revelation 7:12 Saying, Amen: Blessing, amgbry, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and

honour, and power, and mighig unto our God for ever and ever. Amen.
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HEBREWS 11:1-3, 5

1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things
not seen. 2 For by it the elders obtained a good report. 3 Through faith
we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that
things which are seen were not made of things which do appear... 6 But
without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that comes to God must
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek
him.
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Psalms 78:41 Yea, they turned back and tempted God,
and limitedthe Holy Oneof Israel.
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& - . - 0 -

/ ! !
&
Zechariah 4:10 For who hath despised tHayof smallthings? for they shall

rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the handeofidbabeWith those seven,;
theyare the eyes of the LORD, which run to and fro throtiglhwhole earth.
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Our Purpose

“We are committed to building a loving church family that is biblically
sound, evangelistically passionate, ministry-focused, and radically
committed to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior — in worship, prayer,
teaching and fellowship.”

Our Priorities

We have purposefully defined the range of our ministries. There are
seven biblical priorities with endeavor to keep in sight and develop all
ministries around them. They are Prayer, worship, discipleship,
leadership, fellowship, missions, and evangelism. Everything we do
needs to be judged and guided by those priorities.

Our Programs

We are involved in deliberate ministry development. We are not making it
up as we go along. We have a plan and a strategy. From the beginning
of this work we have outlined “12 Strateqgic Ministry Priorities.” This is our
planned attack in building a Presence-based church.

Our Projections

Over the past five to six years we have averaged a growth rate of nearly 25% per
year. That may not continue for the simple reason that we have no more room to
allow for it to continue. There is a natural “atrophy” that will set in unless we plan for
expanded space and allow the church to grow naturally. Here is what we can expect
even if we only achieve a 10% growth rate over the next seven years.

Sept 2007 — 10% = av 715 highs 1144
Sept 2008 — 10% = av 786 highs 1257
Sept 2009 — 10% = av 864 highs 1382

Our Problem

What will we do with all these people? Send them away? That was the disciple’s
suggestion to Jesus, and the suggestion of one board member concerning college
students. | am pretty sure that is NOT what Jesus had in mind. “Impede them not for
such is the kingdom of heaven.”
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Doxologies

Doxologies are great anthems of praise which exalt the Lord Jesus
Christ.

1 Timothy 1
17 Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honor and
glory for ever and ever. Amen.

1 Timothy 6

12. Fight the good fight of faith... 14.until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ,

15. which God will bring about in his own time--God, the blessed and only Ruler, the
King of kings and Lord of lords, 16. who alone is immortal and who lives in
unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him be honor and might
forever. Amen.

Jude 1

24. To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his
glorious presence without fault and with great joy-- 25. to the only God our Savior be
glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages,
now and forevermore! Amen.

Hebrews 13

20. May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought
back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep,

21. equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is
pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Romans 16

25. Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation of
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past,
26. but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the
command of the eternal God, so that all nations might believe and obey him--

27. to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen.

Ephesians 1:19-23

19. That power is like the working of his mighty strength,

20. which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at
his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21. far above all rule and authority, power and
dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the
one to come. 22. And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be
head over everything for the church, 23. which is his body, the fullness of him who
fills everything in every way.
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Ephesians 3:20-21

20. Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to his power that is at work within us, 21. to him be glory in the church
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.

Colossians 1:13-19

13. For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the
kingdom of the Son he loves, 14. in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of
sins. 15. He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16. For
by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and
for him. 17. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18. And he
is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among
the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19. For God was
pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him,

Isaiah 30:18

And therefore will the LORDvait, that he may be gracious unto you,
and therefore will he be exalted, that he may hmgecy upon you:

for the LORDis a God of judgment: blessade all they thatvait for
him.

Zephaniah 3:14-17

17 The LORD thy God in the midst of thisamighty; he will save, he
will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest indilove, he will joy over
thee with singing.

1 Corinthians 2:9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love
him.

Jeremiah 29:11
For | know the plans | have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.

Joshua 1:8

Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night,
so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous
and successful.

3 John 1:2 Beloved, | wish above all things that thou may prosper and be in health,
even as thy soul prospers.
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God’s Vision for the Church

"... it is God who works in you to will and to actarding to his good purpose.
Do everything without complaining or arguing, sattljou may become
blameless and pure, children of God without fauliicrooked and depraved
generation, in which yoshine like stars in the universe as you hold oueth
word of life..." (Philippians 2:13-16, NIV)

"... Christ loved the church and gave himself upHer to make her holy,
cleansing her by the washing with water throughvtbed, and to present her to
himself asa radiant church without stain or wrinkle or any other blemisht bu
holy and blameless." (Ephesians 5:25-27, NIV)

"And God placed all things under his feet and apigal him to be head over
everything forthe church, which is his body, the fullness of himho fills
everything in every way." (Ephesians 1:22-23, NIV)

"Now to him who is able to do immeasurably morentbd we ask or imagine,
according to his power that is at work within teshim be glory in the church
and in Christ Jesughroughout all generations, for ever and ever! Arhe
(Ephesians 3:20-21, NIV)
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God’s Purpose for the Church

"But we have thigreasure in jars of clayto show that this all-surpassing power
Is from God and not from us." (2 Corinthians 4. TYN

"For Christ’s love compels ydecause we are convinced that one died for
all..." (2 Corinthians 5:14, NIV)

"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a newatian; the old has gone, the new
has come! All this is from God, who reconciled ashimself through Christ and
gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that Godswaconciling the world to
himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins agathstm. And he has committed
to us the message of reconciliativvie are therefore Christ’'s ambassadoes
though God were making his appeal through us. Wxara you on Christ’s
behalf: Be reconciled to God."(2 Corinthians 5:107-RIV)

"...preaching a baptism of changed hearts and lives tloe forgiveness of
sins..." (Mark 1:4, NCV)

"But most importantiove each otherLove is the thing that holds you all
together in perfect unity." (Colossians 3:14, ETRV)

"To the people that are weak, | became weak saolbldeelp save them. | have
become all things to all people. | did this so thetuldsave people in any way
possible" (I Corinthians 9:22, ETRV)

We are by our nature "jars of clay"—weak, imperfecticomely. But
empowered by God and compelled by the love of Jesaiseek to fulfill the
ministry of reconciliation given to us by God. Assthmbassadors, we are
changing lives by sharing the love of Jesus andjtioel news of His saving
grace—face to face, heart to heart—through:

Evangelism of the lost
Edification and encouragement of the saved
Service in the name of Christ
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God’s Promises About Giving

Lay Up Treasure in Heaven

1 Timothy 6:18-19

18. Command them (who are rich) to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be
generous and willing to share . 19. In this way they will lay up treasure for
themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of
the life that is truly life.

Determine In Your Heart

2 Corinthians 9:7-8

7. Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give , not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver . 8. And God is able to make all
grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you
will abound in every good work.

Sow and Reap

2 Corinthians 9:6, 9-11

6. Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever
sows generously will also reap generously.... 9. As it is written: "He has scattered
abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures forever." 10. Now he who
supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your
store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11. You will be
made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion , and
through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.

What God Says About Money

Ps 50:10-12 (God says) “Every animal of the forest is mine, and the cattle on
a thousand hills...and the creatures of the field are mine...the world is mine,
and all thatis in it.”

Hag 2:8 “The silver is mine and the gold is mine,” declares the LORD
Almighty.

1 Chron 29:11-12 “Everything in heaven and earth is yours (O Lord)...Wealth
and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things.”

Lev 25:23 (God says) “The land is mine and you are but aliens and my
tenants.”

Ps 24:1 The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, the world, and all who
live in it.

James 1:17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the
Father of the heavenly lights.

Eph 1:3-4 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.

Prov 8:18-22 (God says) “Unending riches, honor, justice, and righteousness
are mine to distribute. My gifts are better than the purest gold or sterling
silver!...Those who love and follow me are indeed wealthy. I fill their
treasuries.”
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Seven Truths About Tithing

1. Tithing was sanctioned by God before the law was given. (Gen. 14:20;
28:20-22)

2. Tithing was sanctioned by God while the Law was in effect . (Lev. 27:30-32;
Mal. 3:10)

3. Tithing was sanctioned by God after the Law was fulfilled in Christ. (Matt.
23:23; Heb. 7:8)

4. Tithing in the Old Testament was part of the  moral law , not the ceremonial
law. Jesus did not cancel the moral law; he confirmed it.

5. The tithe_ is one-tenth of all that God provides us.

6. The tithe is one element of giving to God, not its full exte nt. Both the Old
Testament and New Testaments speak of “tithes and offerings .”

7. Jesus commanded tithing _ (and commended it) after He announced His
Church. (Matt 16:16-18, 23:23)

Tithing is the only issue that God allows, even challenges us to prove him on. All
other cases of proving or testing the Lord are considered sin. God is so mindful of the
trouble and addictions we have to our money and possessions that he makes this
wonderful challenge and promise. Try it! You'll be glad you did. It's not only a
principle; It is a promise! (Malachi 3:10)

Tithe is not a “tip.” Tips are for waiters and busboys. God is neither. Tips come from
what's left over. God asks that we give from off the top, before spending, not after,
putting first things first. A tip is 15-20%. God asks that we give by faith 10%. This
percentage has not changed or been inflated in over 6,000 years.
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What Promises Are You Claiming?

We can and will limit our blessings by our unbelief, or our reluctance to trust God for
great and mighty things. If our hope is only in what our own meager resources can do
we will be indeed spiritually impoverished and miss God'’s blessings.

Are you believing God for miracles, or just passively hoping they might happen?

Are you envisioning a bright tomorrow, or a tomorrow about the same as the past?
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By Paul Rader, former president of the C&MA
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Scripture

1 Peter 1: NASB: so that the proof of your faith, being more presithan gold
which is perishable, even though tested by firey beafound to result in praise
and glory and honor at the revelation of JesusSEHNASB ©1995

Colossians 3:17 Andhatsoeveye do in word or deedlo all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Fdithéim.

Colossians 3:23 Andhatsoeveye do, dat heartily, as to the Lord, and not
unto men;

Glory of God
Luke 2:9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came ugmm, and thelory of the
Lord shone round about them: and they were soagdafr

1 Corinthians 10:31 Whether therefore ye eatrmkdor whatsoever ye do, do
all to theglory of God.

2 Corinthians 1:20 For all the promises of Godlim are yea, and in him
Amen, unto thejlory of God by us.

1 Corinthians 15:40There arealso celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial: but
theglory of the celestiais one, and theglory of the terrestrials another.

1 Corinthians 15:41There isoneglory of the sun, and anothglory of the
moon, and anotheylory of the stars: foonestar differeth fromanotherstar in

glory.
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Times Change

1963 — 2-story house off'3treet, $10,000-$13,000

1964-65 Mustang

1962 Jones paid of their large 2-story house, legstthan $5,000

TheFord Mustang is anautomobileproduced by th&ord Motor Company
originally based on thEord Falcorcompact! The first production Mustang
rolled off the assembly line iDearborn, Michigaron March 9 1964 and was
introduced to the public at tiidew York World's Failon April 17, 1964 and
via all three Americatelevision network®n April 19. It was one of the most
successful product launches in automotive history.

TheBoss 302 enginé a racingsmall-blockV8 from Ford Motor Companyit
was a hybrid of two small-block Ford V8s - It uskd block of the smakord
Windsor engineand the heads of the lardeord Cleveland engindt was
created for th&CCAs Trans-Amroad racing series, and was fitted to Buess
302 Mustang
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1969 Mustang Prices
Mustang ModelsSuggested RetallvVeight

Hardtop, 6 $2635 2690
SportsRoof, 6 = $2635 2713
Convertible, 6 | $2849 2800
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