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Thanksgiving at Midnight 
Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ; - Ephesians 5:20  
 

Introduction  
(ie) Thanksgiving Proclamations 
 
Plymouth in 1621 
George Washington 
Abraham Lincoln 
A Greater Proclamation comes to us from God’s word and testimony of saints 
 
Ephesians 5:20  Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
1 Thessalonians 5:18   In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ 

Jesus concerning you. 
 
 

I. Paul’s Tribulations 
II. Job’s Trials 
III. Jeremiah’s Troubles 
IV. Habakkuk’s Temptation 
     Conclusion 
 

I. Paul’s Tribulations & Testimony  
 
Paul and Silas in Prison In Philippi – stripes, wet , dark, rats, spiders, lice 
Acts 16:25  And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the 

prisoners heard them. 
 
Philippians 4 “Like cascades spilling one into the other. Written from Mamertine 
prison in Rome.  
 
Philippians 4:4   Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 
Philippians 4:6   Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  7.  And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.  8.  Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is excellent or 
praiseworthy--think about such things. 
Philippians 4:11   Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever 
state I am, therewith to be content.  
Philippians 4:13   I can do everything through him who gives me strength. 
Philippians 4:19   And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches 
in Christ Jesus. 
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Testimony of Paul – written from Macedonia, not lon g after Iconium 
Paul is then hunted by disgruntled Jews from Antioch and Iconium and is stoned to the point where he is 
thought to be dead. Amazingly he gets to his feet and flees to Derbe and preaches the word there. 
 
2 Corinthians 1:3-4 
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and 
the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those 
in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God. 
 
2 Corinthians 4:7-10 
7. But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from 
God and not from us. 8. We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not in despair; 9. persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not 
destroyed. 10. We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of 
Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 11. For we who are alive are always being 
given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that his life may be revealed in our mortal body. 
 
2 Corinthians 6:4-10 
4. Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; 
in troubles, hardships and distresses; 5. in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard 
work, sleepless nights and hunger; 6. in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; 
in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; 7. in truthful speech and in the power of God; with 
weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left; 8. through glory and 
dishonor, bad report and good report; genuine, yet regarded as impostors; 9.  known, 
yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; 10. 
sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet 
possessing everything. 
 
2 Corinthians 11:23-28 
23. Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of my mind to talk like this.) I am more. I have 
worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and 
been exposed to death again and again. 24. Five times I received from the Jews the 
forty lashes minus one. 25. Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, 
three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, 26. I have 
been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, 
in danger from my own countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in 
danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false brothers. 27. I have 
labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst 
and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked. 28. Besides everything 
else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches. 
 
2 Corinthians 12 
7. To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great 
revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment 
me. 8. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9. But he said to 
me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." 
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power 
may rest on me. 10. That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in 
hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 
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II. Job’s Trials 
Job’s Testimony 
Job 1:21-22  
“'Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked I will depart. The LORD gave and 
the LORD has taken away; may the Name of the LORD be praised.' In all this, Job did 
not sin by charging God with wrongdoing." 
Job 2:9 
His wife said to him, "Are you still holding on to your integrity? Curse God and die!"  10 
He replied, "You are talking like a foolish woman. Shall we accept good from God, and 
not trouble?"   In all this, Job did not sin in what he said.  
Job 13:15  
Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him; I will surely defend my ways to his face.  
Job 19:25 
For I know that my redeemer lives, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the 
earth: 
 

III.  Jeremiah’s Troubles 
Shoulder deep in a well of mire and horror, lonely forgotten, left to die.  He cried out to God in his  
misery. He made his complaint known, as also did Da vid when it seemed that all hell broke loose.  
Yet, he did not sin nor accuse God falsely.  Lament ations records his lament and his psalm of 
praise and thanksgiving.  Lamentations 3: we know w ell the “great is thy faithfulness” passage, 
but have you read what preceded it? 
 

Jeremiah’s Lament - Lamentations 3:21-26 
1. I  am the man who has seen affliction by the rod of his wrath.  
2. He has driven me away and made me walk in darkness rather than light;  
3. indeed, he has turned his hand against me again and again, all day long.  
4. He has made my skin and my flesh grow old and has broken my bones.  
5. He has besieged me and surrounded me with bitterness and hardship.  
6. He has made me dwell in darkness like those long dead.  
7. He has walled me in so I cannot escape; he has weighed me down with chains.  
8. Even when I call out or cry for help, he shuts out my prayer.  
9. He has barred my way with blocks of stone; he has made my paths crooked.  
10. Like a bear lying in wait, like a lion in hiding,  
11. he dragged me from the path and mangled me and left me without help.  
12. He drew his bow and made me the target for his arrows.  
13. He pierced my heart with arrows from his quiver.  
14. I became the laughingstock of all my people; they mock me in song all day long.  
15. He has filled me with bitter herbs and sated me with gall.  
16. He has broken my teeth with gravel; he has trampled me in the dust.  
17. I have been deprived of peace; I have forgotten what prosperity is.  
18. So I say, "My splendor is gone and all that I had hoped from the LORD."  
19. I remember my affliction and my wandering, the bitterness and the gall.  
20. I well remember them, and my soul is downcast within me.  
21. Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have ho pe:  
22. Because of the LORD's great love we are not con sumed, for his compassions 

never fail.  
23. They are new every morning; great is your faith fulness.  
24. I say to myself, "The LORD is my portion; there fore I will wait for him."  
25. The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him,  to the one who seeks him;  
26. it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of  the LORD.  
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IV. Habakkuk’s Temptation 
Psalms 77:8  Is his mercy clean gone for ever? doth his promise fail for evermore? 
Written by an obscure unknown prophet, contemporary with Zephaniah & Jeremiah just 
before the Babylonian captivity.  Nebuchadezzar defeats P. Necho in Egypt. Seige 
Jerusalem, captures hostages, among them Daniel, Shadrack, Meshack, and Abednigo. 
Daniel’s lions den. Shad, Mesh, Abednigo fiery furn ance.   

 
Habakkuk 3:17-18 
17  Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labor of 

the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from 
the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: 18  Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I 
will joy in the God of my salvation. 

 

Conclusion  
 
Testimony of the Witnesses –  
 
Hebrews 11:6-40 
6. And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him 
must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 7. By 
faith Noah,… 
 
32. And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, 
Jephthah, David, Samuel and the prophets, 33. who through faith conquered kingdoms, 
administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions, 34. 
quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness 
was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. 
35. Women received back their dead, raised to life again.  
 
Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that they might gain a better 
resurrection. 36. Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and put 
in prison. 37. They were stoned; they were sawed in two; they were put to death by the 
sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and 
mistreated-- 38. the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and 
mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. 39. These were all commended for 
their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised. 40. God had planned 
something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect. 

 
C.S. Lewis Quote: p 128 of Where Is God When It Hur ts, Yancey 
 

“Ships sail east and ships sail west, 
While the selfsame breezes blow, 

It’s the set of the sail and not the gale, 
That determines the way they go.” 
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“I am not convinced that suffering ... has any natu ral 
tendency to produce such evils (anger and cynicisim ). I did 
not find it in the front line trenches of the C.C.S . more full of 
hatred, selfishness, rebellion, and dishonesty than  any other 
place. I have seen great beauty of spirit in some w ho were 
great sufferers. I have seen men, for the most part , grow 
better not worse with advancing years, and I have s een the 
last illness produce treasures of fortitude and mee kness 
from most unpromising subjects... If the world is i ndeed a 
‘vale of soul-making,’ it seems on the whole to be doing its 
work.” 
 
C.S. Lewis, The Problem of Pain , p. 108 
C.S. Lewis Quote: p 128 of Where Is God When It Hur ts, Yancey 
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Praise You in This Storm 
words by Mark Hall/music by Mark Hall and Bernie Herms 
Performed by Casting Crowns 
 
I was sure by now,  
God, that You would have reached down  
and wiped our tears away,  
stepped in and saved the day.  
But once again, I say amen  
and it's still raining  
as the thunder rolls  
I barely hear You whisper through the rain,  
"I'm with you" 
and as Your mercy falls  
I raise my hands and praise  
the God who gives and takes away.  
 
Chorus:  
And I'll praise you in this storm  
and I will lift my hands  
for You are who You are  
no matter where I am  
and every tear I've cried  
You hold in your hand  
You never left my side  
and though my heart is torn  
I will praise You in this storm  
 
I remember when I stumbled in the wind  
You heard my cry to You 
and raised me up again  
my strength is almost gone how can I carry on  
if I can't find You  
and as the thunder rolls  
I barely hear You whisper through the rain  
"I'm with you" 
and as Your mercy falls  
I raise my hands and praise  
the God who gives and takes away  
 
Chorus  
 
I lift my eyes onto the hills  
where does my help come from?  
My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth  
I lift my eyes onto the hills  
where does my help come from?  
My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth  
 
Chorus 
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Acts 16:22-34 – Paul and Silas  
in Philippi, a Roman colony 
 
22. The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered 
them to be stripped and beaten. 23. After they had been severely flogged, they were 
thrown into prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. 24. Upon 
receiving such orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.  
 
25. About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the 
other prisoners were listening to them. 26. Suddenly there was such a violent 
earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors 
flew open, and everybody's chains came loose.  
 
27. The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and 
was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. 28. But Paul 
shouted, "Don't harm yourself! We are all here!" 29. The jailer called for lights, rushed in 
and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. 30. He then brought them out and asked, "Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved?" 31. They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will 
be saved--you and your household." 32. Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him 
and to all the others in his house. 33. At that hour of the night the jailer took them and 
washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his family were baptized. 34. The 
jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy 
because he had come to believe in God--he and his whole family. 
 
 
 
The above photo of a Philippian jail cell is called "Paul's prison." Whether the 
apostle actually spent time in this particular cell or not is unclear, however he 
(and Silas who was with him) no doubt sat in a cell just like this one. 

      Paul and Silas ended up in prison as a consequence of Paul casting out an 
evil spirit from a young woman ( Acts 16:16-19). The book of Acts states that this 
particular woman was possessed of a "spirit of divination " ( Acts 16:16), which 
is the apparent ability to fortell future events (e.g. a fortune teller). When those 
who used this demonically influenced lady to make lots of money found out what 
Paul did, their anger over losing what made them wealthy led them to publically 
accuse Paul and Silas of lawbreaking ( v. 19-21). The false accusations led to a 
public outcry against Paul/Silas, which resulted in them being stripped naked, 
whipped with rods, and thrown in prison. Only hours after their arrival in prison a 
miraculously earthquake caused all the cell doors to open, bonds of all prisoners 
to be loosed, and led to the conversion of the prison guard. 
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Mamertine Prison  

And according to legends already circulating in republican Rome, the carcer 
was built as a prison by Rome's fourth king, Ancus Marcius and then the lower 
chamber, the "tullianum", was dug below the carcer during the reign of the 
sixth king, Servius Tullius, and took its name from him. Archeological and 
physical evidence clearly contradicts the legends.  

The tullianum chamber clearly existed before the upper carcer. It originally 
was circular and probably was constructed as a cistern around the still flowing 
spring in its floor (the Latin word tullus means spring. When the upper 
chamber was added to convert the building into a pr ison, the lower 
structure was truncated, and entry to it was blocked except for a hole 
in the floor of the upper chamber, through which pr isoners were 
lowered.  

The time of the construction of both chambers is questionable, but it is clear 
from literary references that both levels already existed by the middle of the 
Republican period. It is probable that the floor of the tullianum was at or 
slightly below ground level when it was built around the 4th century BC and 
that, after the ground level had risen somewhat, the carcer was built above 
the truncated tullianum, also at or near its own contemporary ground level in 
the 2nd century BC. The carcer is a dozen of so several steps below today's 
street level.  

The attraction to this place for most visitors is that this is the prison where St. 
Peter was supposedly kept while awaiting his execution in Rome, and thus 
would have been the scene of one of his angelic visitations. According to the 
legend, Peter was freed from his chains by the angel and was fleeing south 
down the Appian Way when he met a man he recognized as Jesus, who was 
heading into Rome. After a short conversation, Peter decided to accompany 
the man back to Rome to accept martyrdom. 

Plaque in the lower room regarding the column of Peter and Paul 

A sign on the exterior proclaims the Mamertime the "prison of the Saints 
and Apostles Peter and Paul." 
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Philippians, Epistle to  
 
Philipians was written by Paul during the two years when he was "in bonds" in Rome (Phil. 1:7-
13), probably early in the year A.D. 62 or in the end of 61. The Philippians had sent 
Epaphroditus, their messenger, with contributions to meet the necessities of the apostle; and on 
his return Paul sent back with him this letter. With this precious communication Epaphroditus 
sets out on his homeward journey.  
 
"The joy caused by his return, and the effect of this wonderful letter when first read in the church 
of Philippi, are hidden from us. And we may almost say that with this letter the church itself 
passes from our view. To-day, in silent meadows, quiet cattle browse among the ruins which 
mark the site of what was once the flourishing Roman colony of Philippi, the home of the most 
attractive church of the apostolic age.  
 
But the name and fame and spiritual influence of that church will never pass. To myriads of men 
and women in every age and nation the letter written in a dungeon at Rome, and carried along 
the Egnatian Way by an obscure Christian messenger, has been a light divine and a cheerful 
guide along the most rugged paths of life" (Professor Beet).  
 
The church at Philippi was the first-fruits of European Christianity. Their attachment to the 
apostle was very fervent, and so also was his affection for them. They alone of all the churches 
helped him by their contributions, which he gratefully acknowledges (Acts 20:33-35; 2 Cor. 11: 
7-12; 2 Thess. 3:8).  
 
The pecuniary liberality of the Philippians comes out very conspicuously (Phil. 4:15). "This was 
a characteristic of the Macedonian missions, as 2 Cor. 8 and 9 amply and beautifully prove. It is 
remarkable that the Macedonian converts were, as a class, very poor (2 Cor. 8:2); and the parallel 
facts, their poverty and their open-handed support of the great missionary and his work, are 
deeply harmonious. At the present day the missionary liberality of poor Christians is, in 
proportion, really greater than that of the rich" (Moule's Philippians, Introd.).  
 
The contents of this epistle give an interesting insight into the condition of the church at Rome at 
the time it was written. Paul's imprisonment, we are informed, was no hindrance to his 
preaching the gospel, but rather "turned out to the furtherance of the gospel."  
 
The gospel spread very extensively among the Roman soldiers, with whom he was in constant 
contact, and the Christians grew into a "vast multitude." It is plain that Christianity was at this 
time making rapid advancement in Rome.  
 
The doctrinal statements of this epistle bear a close relation to those of the Epistle to the Romans. 
Compare also Phil. 3:20 with Eph. 2:12, 19, where the church is presented under the idea of a 
city or commonwealth for the first time in Paul's writings. The personal glory of Christ is also set 
forth in almost parallel forms of expression in Phil. 2:5-11, compared with Eph. 1:17-23; 2:8; 
and Col. 1:15-20. "This exposition of the grace and wonder of His personal majesty, personal 
self-abasement, and personal exaltation after it," found in these epistles, "is, in a great measure, a 
new development in the revelations given through St. Paul" (Moule). Other minuter analogies in 
forms of expression and of thought are also found in these epistles of the Captivity.  
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Philippi  
  
(1.) Formerly Crenides, "the fountain," the capital of the province of Macedonia. It stood near the 
head of the Sea, about 8 miles north-west of Kavalla. It is now a ruined village, called 
Philibedjik. Philip of Macedonia fortified the old Thracian town of Crenides, and called it after 
his own name Philippi (B.C. 359-336).  
 
In the time of the Emperor Augustus this city became a Roman colony, i.e., a military settlement 
of Roman soldiers, there planted for the purpose of controlling the district recently conquered. It 
was a "miniature Rome," under the municipal law of Rome, and governed by military officers, 
called duumviri, who were appointed directly from Rome.  
 
Having been providentially guided thither, here Paul and his companion Silas preached the 
gospel and formed the first church in Europe. (See LYDIA.) This success stirred up the enmity 
of the people, and they were "shamefully entreated" (Acts 16:9-40; 1 Thess. 2:2). Paul and Silas 
at length left this city and proceeded to Amphipolis (q.v.).  
 
(2.) When Philip the tetrarch, the son of Herod, succeeded to the government of the northern 
portion of his kingdom, he enlarged the city of Paneas, and called it Caesarea, in honour of the 
emperor. But in order to distinguish it from the Caesarea on the sea coast, he added to it 
subsequently his own name, and called it Caesarea-Philippi (q.v.).  
 
Philipians was written by Paul during the two years when he was "in bonds" in Rome 
(Phil. 1:7-13), probably early in the year A.D. 62 or in the end of 61. The Philippians had sent 
Epaphroditus, their messenger, with contributions to meet the necessities of the apostle; and on 
his return Paul sent back with him this letter. With this precious communication Epaphroditus 
sets out on his homeward journey.  
 
"The joy caused by his return, and the effect of this wonderful letter when first read in the church 
of Philippi, are hidden from us. And we may almost say that with this letter the church itself 
passes from our view. To-day, in silent meadows, quiet cattle browse among the ruins which 
mark the site of what was once the flourishing Roman colony of Philippi, the home of the most 
attractive church of the apostolic age.  
 
But the name and fame and spiritual influence of that church will never pass. To myriads of men 
and women in every age and nation the letter written in a dungeon at Rome, and carried along 
the Egnatian Way by an obscure Christian messenger, has been a light divine and a cheerful 
guide along the most rugged paths of life" (Professor Beet).  
 
The church at Philippi was the first-fruits of European Christianity. Their attachment to the 
apostle was very fervent, and so also was his affection for them. They alone of all the churches 
helped him by their contributions, which he gratefully acknowledges (Acts 20:33-35; 2 Cor. 11: 
7-12; 2 Thess. 3:8).  
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The First Thanksgiving in America 

The first winter of 1620 was devastating to the Pilgrims. The cold, snow and sleet was 
exceptionally heavy, interfering with the workers as they tried to construct their 
settlement. March brought warmer weather and the health of the Pilgrims improved, but 
many had died during the long winter. Of the 110 Pilgrims and crew who left England, 
less that 50 survived the first winter.  

What has come down in American tradition as the "Fi rst Thanksgiving"  was 
actually a harvest festival.  In the spring of 1621, the colonists planted their first crops in 
Patuxet’s abandoned fields. While they had limited success with wheat and barley, their 
corn crop proved very successful, thanks to Squanto [Tisquantum] who taught them 
how to plant corn in hills, using fish as a fertilizer. 

In October of 1621, the Pilgrims celebrated their f irst harvest  with feasting and 
games, as was the custom in England, as well as prayer.  The celebration served to 
boost the morale of the 50 remaining colonists and also to impress their allies. Among 
the Native People attending were “Massasoit” and 90 Wampanoag men.   
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Our corn [i.e. wheat] did prove well, and God be praised, we had a good increase of Indian corn, and our barley 
indifferent good, but our peas not worth the gathering, for we feared they were too late sown.  They came up very 
well, and blossomed, but the sun parched them in the blossom.  Our harvest being gotten in, our governor sent four 
men on fowling, that so we might after a special manner rejoice together after we had gathered the fruit of our 
labors.  They four in one day killed as much fowl as, with a little help beside, served the company almost a week.  At 
which time, amongst other recreations, we exercised our arms, many of the Indians coming amongst us, and among 
the rest their greatest king Massasoit, with some ninety men, whom for three days we entertained and feasted, and 
they went out and killed five deer, which they brought to the plantation and bestowed on our governor, and upon the 
captain and others.  And although it be not always so plentiful as it was at this time with us, yet by the goodness of 
God, we are so far from want that we often wish you partakers of our plenty. 

 

The second description was written about twenty years after the fact by William Bradford in his 
History Of Plymouth Plantation.  
 
They began now to gather in the small harvest they had, and to fit up their houses and dwellings against winter, 
being all well recovered in health and strength and had all things in good plenty.  For as some were thus employed 
in affairs abroad, others were exercising in fishing, about cod and bass and other fish, of which they took good 
store, of which every family had their portion.  All the summer there was no want; and now began to come in store 
of fowl, as winter approached, of which this place did abound when they came first (but afterward decreased by 
degrees).  And besides waterfowl there was great store of wild turkeys, of which they took many, besides venison, 
etc.  Besides they had about a peck of meal a week to a person, or now since harvest, Indian corn to that proportion. 
 Which made many afterwards write so largely of their plenty here to their friends in England, which were not 
feigned but true reports. 
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A PROCLAMATION 

 
Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to 
obey his will, to be grateful for his benefits, and humbly to implore his protection and 
favor, and Whereas both Houses of Congress have by their joint Committee requested 
me to recommend to the People of the United States a day of public thanks—giving and 
prayer to be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many signal favors of 
mighty God, especially by affording them an opportunity peaceably to establish a form 
of government for their safety and happiness:  

Now therefore I do recommend and assign Thursday the 26th day of November next to 
be devoted by the People of these States to the service of that great and glorious Being, 
who is the beneficent author of all the good that was, that is, or that will be. That we 
may then all unite in rendering unto him our sincere and humble thanks, for his kind 
care and protection of the People of this country previous to their becoming a Nation, for 
the signal and manifold mercies, and the favorable interposition of his providence, which 
we experienced in the course and conclusion of the late war, for the great degree of 
tranquility, union, and plenty, which we have since enjoyed, for the peaceable and 
rational manner in which we have been enabled to establish constitutions of 
government for our safety and happiness, and particularly the national One now lately 
instituted, for the civil and religious liberty with which we are blessed, and the means we 
have of acquiring and diffusing useful knowledge and in general for all the great and 
various favors which he hath been pleased to confer upon us.  

And also that we may then unite in most humbly offering our prayers and supplications 
to the great Lord and Ruler of Nations and beseech him to pardon our national and 
other transgressions, to enable us all, whether in public or private stations, to perform 
our several and relative duties properly and punctually, to render our national 
government a blessing to all the People, by constantly being a government of wise, just 
and constitutional laws, discretely and faithfully executed and obeyed, to protect and 
guide all Sovereigns and Nations (especially such as have shown kindness unto us) 
and to bless them with good government, peace, and concord. To promote the 
knowledge and practice of true religion and virtue, and the encrease of science among 
them and Us, and generally to grant unto all Mankind such a degree of temporal 
prosperity as he alone knows to be best:  

Given unto my hand at the City of New York the third day of October in the year of our 
Lord 1789.  

George Washington  
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The year that is drawing towards its close, has been filled with the blessings of fruitful 
fields and healthful skies.  To these bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that we 
are prone to forget the source from which they come, others have been added, which 
are of so extraordinary a nature, that they cannot fail to penetrate and soften even the 
heart which is habitually insensible to the ever watchful providence of Almighty God.  In 
the midst of a civil war of unequalled magnitude and severity, which has sometimes 
seemed to foreign States to invite and to provoke their aggression, peace has been 
preserved with all nations, order has been maintained, the laws have been respected 
and obeyed, and harmony has prevailed everywhere except in the theatre of military 
conflict; while that theatre has been greatly contracted by the advancing armies and 
navies of the Union.  Needful diversions of wealth and of strength from the fields of 
peaceful industry to the national defence, have not arrested the plough, the shuttle, or 
the ship; the axe had enlarged the borders of our settlements, and the mines, as well of 
iron and coal as of the precious metals, have yielded even more abundantly than 
heretofore.  Population has steadily increased, notwithstanding the waste that has been 
made in the camp, the siege and the battle-field; and the country, rejoicing in the 
consciousness of augmented strength and vigor, is permitted to expect continuance of 
years, with large increase of freedom. 

No human counsel hath devised nor hath any mortal hand worked out these great 
things.  They are the gracious gifts of the Most High God, who, while dealing with us in 
anger for our sins, hath nevertheless remembered mercy.  

It has seemed to me fit and proper that they should be solemnly, reverently and 
gratefully acknowledged as with one heart and voice by the whole American people.  I 
do therefore invite my fellow citizens in every part of the United States, and also those 
who are at sea and those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe 
the last Thursday of November next, as a day of Thanksgiving and Praise  to our 
beneficent Father who dwelleth in the Heavens.   And I recommend to them that while 
offering up the ascriptions justly due to Him for such singular deliverances and 
blessings, they do also, with humble penitence for our national perverseness and 
disobedience, commend to his tender care all those who have become widows, 
orphans, mourners or sufferers in the lamentable civil strife in which we are unavoidably 
engaged, and fervently implore the interposition of the Almighty Hand to heal the 
wounds of the nation and to restore it as soon as may be consistent with the Divine 
purposes to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquillity and Union.  

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the seal of the United 
States to be affixed.  

Done at the city of Washington, this third day of October, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, and of the independence of the United States 
the eighty-eighth. 

A. Lincoln 


