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The Epistle of First John 
Lesson 2: John, the Apostle 

New King James Version 
 
1 John 1:1-4 
1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen  with 
our eyes, which we have looked upon , and our  hands have handled , concerning the 
Word of life— 2 the life was manifested, and we have seen , and (we) bear witness , 
and (we) declare to you  that eternal life which was with the Father and was 
manifested to us — 3 that which we have seen  and heard  we declare to you , that 
you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and 
with His Son Jesus Christ. 4 And these things we write to you that your joy may be 
full . 
 
Introduction  
Review last week’s key ideas – know for sure, love one another, overcome 
Value of Memorization – commit it to memory, hid it in your heart, speak it often 
Genuine and counterfeit, real and the fake, the true and the false, have and the have 
nots – having the Son is key to being a true believer. Ch 5:12 
 
I. Who Is Writing This?  Who is the “we”? 
1. Early Life - Father Zebedee and mother Salome, son of thunder, fishermen with Peter&Andrew 
2. Events of Discipleship – young, inner circle, Jairus daughter, Transfiguration, leaned on Jesus,  
3. End of Cross – Gethsemane, followed to the high priest, stood at cross, care of Mary 
4. Easter Events – resurrection appearances, tomb, upper room, sea shore,  
5. Early Church – Pentecost, Lame man, prison, brother beheaded, leader of church 
6. Ephesus - John, resident of Ephesus and bishop of the church in Asia Minor 
(ie) Stories and traditions of John – William Steuart McBirnie, The Search for the Twelve Apostles. 
 
II. How Does He Write?  What’s His Style? 
Circular reasoning, non linear, not logical Greek or western 1, 2, 3,  
Revelation has the same style, not chronological but circular.  
The Gospel of John too, is written in somewhat the same way.  
Contrasts:  Light/Darkness, Have/Have nots, forgiven/unforgiven, confessers/self-excusers, 
saved/unsaved, those with witness, w/o witness, overcomers/ the overcome, True/False, 
Secure/Insecure, of God/Not of God, Genuine/Counterfeit,  
  
III. Why Does He Write This?  What Is His Purpose? 
That you may fellowship with Jesus, that your joy may be full, that you may know, and 
love one another.  He writes this for your full assurance !  - Genuine/Counterfeit 
 
You will never have boldness before God  and before the enemy  until you know for 
sure you are saved, that you are not trying  to be saved – you are! -- That you are not 
earning  your way – Its been earned for you, -- That you are not just hoping  for heaven, 
you are on your way, and certain of it !     
 
(ie) My Testimony (ie) Charles Wesley’s (ie) Great Hymns of Faith –  
And Can It Be?, Blessed Assurance, It Is Well, I Know Whom I Have Believed 
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The Apostle John  
Who was John? Why did he write this? To whom was he  writing?  

 
EYEWITNESSES 

Luke 1:2 Even as they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning were 
eyewitnesses, and ministers of the word; 

 
2 Peter 1:16 For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known 
unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his 

majesty. 
 
        John was one of three brothers who were first chosen and called by Jesus, John and James 
the sons of Zebedee. Jesus later referred to them as the "sons of thunder," when they wanted to 
call down fire from heaven to consume those who opposed the gospel. (Mark 3:17) John was a 
first cousin of Jesus. His mother was Salome, a sister of Jesus' mother, Mary. (Mark 16:1 and 
Matthew 27:56) This explains the command of Jesus to John from the cross to take care of his 
mother, "Son, behold your mother." Indeed John records that he did take her to his home from 
then on. History records that John remained in Jerusalem to care for Mary until her death. 
(Whether she died in Jerusalem or moved with John to Ephesus just before the destruction of 
Jerusalem is up to speculation. Both places claim her tomb.) (p110 McBirnie)  
 
        John was a fisherman from Galilee near Capernaum on the sea of Galilee. He was a disciple 
of John the Baptist before following Jesus and was close fishing associates of Peter and Andrew. 
He was among the first disciples, one of the twelve, and one of three of the inner circle of Jesus. 
He was known as the disciple whom Jesus loved and was probably the youngest of the disciples. 
John is the only disciple who apparently witnessed the crucifixion. He was the first disciple at 
the tomb having outrun Peter.  
 

Early Life  
John the Apostle was the son of Zebedee, and the brother of James. One tradition gives his 
mother's name as Salome. They originally were fishermen and fished with their father in the 
Lake of Genesareth. He was first a disciple of John the Baptist and later one of the twelve 
apostles of Jesus.  
 

Events of Discipleship 
John had a prominent position in the Apostolic body. Peter, James and John were the only 
witnesses of the raising of Jairus' daughter (Mark 5:37), of the Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1) 
and of the Agony in Gethsemane (Matthew 26:37). Only he and Peter were sent into the city to 
make the preparation for the final Passover meal (the Last Supper) (Luke 22:8). At the meal 
itself, his place was next to Jesus on whose chest he leaned (John 13:23, 25).  
 

End at the Cross 
According to the general interpretation, John was also that "other disciple" who with Peter 
followed Jesus after the arrest into the palace of the high-priest (John 18:15). John alone 
remained near Jesus at the foot of the cross on Calvary with Jesus’ mother, Mary, and the pious 
women and took Mary into his care as the last legacy of Jesus (John 19:25-27).  Jesus committed 
Mary to the care of John at the foot of the cross. 
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Easter 
After the Resurrection, John with Peter was the first of the disciples to run towards the grave 
and he was the first to believe that Jesus had truly risen (John 20:2-10). The author of the 
Gospel of John was accustomed to indicate the apostle in writing, identifying him as: "the 
disciple whom Jesus loved".  
 

Early Church  
At the ascension – miracle of catch of fish, Jesus challenge to Peter, alleged promise that John 
would not die.  After Jesus’ Ascension and the descent of the Holy Spirit, John and Peter took a 
prominent part in the founding and guidance of the church. He is with Peter at the healing of the 
lame man in the Temple (Acts 3:1 seq.). With Peter he is also thrown into prison (Acts 4:3). He 
is also with Peter visiting the newly converted in Samaria (Acts 8:14). 
 
There is no positive information concerning the duration of this activity in Judea. Apparently, 
John in common with the other Apostles remained some 12 years in this first field of labour, 
until the persecution of Herod Agrippa I led to the scattering of the Apostles through the 
various provinces of the Roman Empire (cf. Acts 12:1-17).  
 
It does not appear improbable that John then went for the first time to Asia Minor and exercised 
his Apostolic office in various provinces there. In any case a messianic community was already 
in existence at Ephesus before Paul's first labours there (cf. "the brethren", Acts 18:27, in 
addition to Priscilla and Aquila) and it is easy to connect a sojourn of John in these provinces 
with the fact that the Holy Spirit did not permit Paul on his second missionary journey to 
proclaim the Gospel in Asia, Mysia and Bithynia (Acts 16:6 sq.).  
 
Such a sojourn by John in Asia in this first period was neither long nor uninterrupted. He 
returned with the other disciples to Jerusalem for the Apostolic Council (about A.D. 51). Paul in 
opposing his enemies in Galatia names John explicitly along with Peter and James the Just as 
a "pillar of the Church" and refers to the recognition that his Apostolic preaching of a gospel 
free from the law received from these three, the most prominent men of the messianic 
community at Jerusalem (Galatians 2:9).[3] 
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EPHESUS STORIES 
 
        John wrote the Gospel, three epistles or letters to churches, and the book of Revelation. 
John's brother, James, was the first disciple to die (Acts 12) and John was the last having 
allegedly lived 68 years after the resurrection and died peacefully during the reign of 
Trajan.(p117 McBirnie)  
 
Mary, Mother of Jesus’ House 
        Many legends surround the later life of John; some are reliable, some are not. Shortly before 
the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70. John moved to Ephesus to pastor the church that the 
apostle Paul founded there. It is probable that Mary traveled there with him since a House of St. 
Mary is found there. If she did arrive with John she probably died shortly thereafter. It is possible 
that her remains may have been taken back to Jerusalem where her alleged tomb is.  
 
Exile to Patmos 
        While at Ephesus, during the emperor Domitian's persecution of Christians in the 14th 
year after Nero, John was exiled to a penal colony on the island of Patmos off the coast of 
Turkey, where he received the Revelation and recorded the same.  
 
Tertullian’s Stories 
Tertullian related a story of John being tortured and being lowered into a boiling pot of oil and 
coming out unharmed. It is said that the entire colosseum were converted to Christianity upon 
witnessing this miracle. 
 
The legend is improbable since no other historians record it and boiling in oil was not a torture 
practice by Romans. Roman Catholic tradition tells of an attempt to poison John but as he took 
the cup the poison slithered out in the form of a serpent. The Roman Catholic symbol of the 
apostle is a cup with a snake crawling out of it.  
 
Eusebius Story of Cerinthus 
        Eusebius tells of a humorous episode in which John, upon entering a public bath, discovered 
the heretic Cerinthus inside. He leaped out of the bath and fled for the door exclaiming, "Let us 
flee lest the bath fall in, as long as Cerinthus, that enemy of the truth is within" (p 116 McBirnie)  
 
Eusebius Story of Prodigal Bandit 
        Eusebius affirmed story of the prodigal bandit.  
 
Jerome’s Report of Elderly John 
        Finally, a tradition handed down by Jerome states that John had become so old while living 
in Ephesus that he had to be carried to church in the arms of other disciples. He was so feeble of 
mind and body that all he could repeat was, "Little children, love one another." The disciples 
wearied of hearing this mantra week after week so they ventured to ask him, "Master, why do 
you always say this?" He replied, "Because it is the Lord's command." (p 117-118 McBirnie) 
 
Some believe John's tomb is located at Selçuk, (Seljuk), a small town in the vicinity of 
Ephesus. 
 
When John was old he trained Polycarp, later Bishop of Smyrna. This was important because 
Polycarp was able to carry John's message to another age 
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CIRCULAR LOGIC  
Greeks seek wisdom and the Jews seek after a sign.   
 
The History 
Greek and especially Socratic ideas were passed on to the early Christian Church and thereafter 
both strongly influenced the development of Western thinking and value systems.  Meanwhile in 
the East, Chinese and Indian philosophy created a slightly different way of seeing life.  
 
Subtle Difference 
These differences are often overemphasised.  For example, have you heard of a  country where 
ordinary people didn't want to be rich, didn't try to prove their point in an argument or try to look 
fashionable, (whatever that meant for their peer group)?  
 
Nevertheless, broadly speaking, Western society strives to find "the truth", while Eastern society 
is more interested in balance.  Westerners put more stock in individual rights; Easterners in 
social responsibility. 
 
A Western version might look more like this: O O     White circle - black circle.  Static, separate.  
It is hard to say how much Eastern thinking was influenced by the Tao and how much the Tao 
was a product of a pre-existing thought. 
 
Science 
In the last 40 years, scientists  have become increasingly aware of the idea of uncertainty.  Chaos 
Theory, Heisenberg's uncertainty principle and Fuzzy Logic all  helped destroy the earlier 
mechanistic view of the universe, that God created a universe that ran on tightly define principles 
that could be measured and predicted by science. 
 
 

Contrasts :   
 
·  Light/Darkness,  
·  Confessers/ excusers,  
·  Forgiven / unforgiven,  
·  Saved/unsaved,  
·  Those with witness, w/o witness,  
·  Overcomers/ the overcome,  
·  Have / Have nots,  
·  True/False,  
·  Genuine/Counterfeit,  
·  Secure/Insecure,  
·  of God/Not of God,  
·  Sons of God / Sons of Devil 
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HYMNS 
REV. CHARLES WESLEY'S CONVERSION 

   As in the case of John Wesley, so was Peter Bohler, a Moravian brother, instrumental in the 
hands of God, in the conversion of Charles Wesley. It is said of the two brothers, that they had 
passed together through the briars and thorns, through the perplexities and shadows of the legal 
wilderness; and the hour of their deliverance was not far separated.  

Bohler visited Charles in his sickness at Oxford, but "the Pharisee within" was somewhat 
offended when the honest German shook his head at learning that his hope of salvation 
rested upon " his best endeavors." After his recovery, the reading of Halyburton's Life 
produced in him a sense of his want of that faith which brings "peace and joy in the Holy Ghost" 
[Romans 14:17]. Bohler visited him again, in London, and he began seriously to consider the 
doctrine which he had urged upon him. His convictions of his state of danger, as a man 
unjustified before God, and of his need of the faith whereof cometh salvation, increased, and he 
spent his whole time in discoursing, on these subjects, in prayer and reading the Scriptures. 
Luther on the Galatians then fell into his hands, and on reading the preface, he observes: [111] 

      "I marveled--who would believe that our church had been founded on this important article 
of justification by faith alone? I am astonished I should ever think this a new doctrine, [as he had 
done.] From this time I endeavored to ground as many of our friends, as came to see me, in this 
fundamental truth--salvation by faith alone; not an idle, dead faith, but a faith which works by 
love, and is incessantly productive of all good works and holiness." 

      Such was the manner in which Mr. Wesley was brought "into the liberty of the sons of God."-
-From this time he commenced his laborious ministry, which, like that of his brother John, was 
made the instrument of the salvation of a multitude of souls. That which he had experienced he 
preached to others, with the confidence of one who had "the witness in himself."  

So different did the real work of grace appear to him, after he had experienced it, from what he 
had imagined it to be, and the means of obtaining salvation were so unlike his preconceived 
opinion, that he seemed to wake up in amazement, that he had looked for redemption from sin 
through works, whereas it was obtainable only by a full unreserved faith in the power and 
willingness of the Lord Jesus Christ to save the soul. Let every penitent sinner depend upon Him 
alone for salvation. In His blood there is saving power. [112] 

Brother John Wesley 
In Mr. Wesley’s testimony about his own experience of assurance there is this same balance 
between the objectivity of God’s gift of salvation and the subjectivity of his assurance of having 
received this gift. Albert Outler observed that Wesley’s testimony of his experience of assurance 
at Aldersgate on May 24, 1738, can be read from the perspective of both the objective encounter 
of God with Mr. Wesley’s soul and his subjective experience of this encounter. Listen to the 
emphasis in his testimony when it is read objectively: "I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I 
did trust in Christ, Christ alone for my salvation; and an assurance was given me that he had 
taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death." The accent here is 
on the objective work of the Spirit in warming his heart and giving him the good news of 
salvation. 
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AND CAN IT BE, Charles Wesley 
 

And can it be that I should gain 
An interest in the Savior’s blood? 
Died He for me, who caused His pain— 
For me, who Him to death pursued? 
Amazing love! How can it be, 
That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 
Amazing love! How can it be, 
That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 
 
’Tis mystery all: th’Immortal dies: 
Who can explore His strange design? 
In vain the firstborn seraph tries 
To sound the depths of love divine. 
’Tis mercy all! Let earth adore, 
Let angel minds inquire no more. 
’Tis mercy all! Let earth adore; 
Let angel minds inquire no more. 
 
He left His Father’s throne above 
So free, so infinite His grace— 
Emptied Himself of all but love, 
And bled for Adam’s helpless race: 
’Tis mercy all, immense and free, 
For O my God, it found out me! 
’Tis mercy all, immense and free, 
For O my God, it found out me! 
 

Long my imprisoned spirit lay, 
Fast bound in sin and nature’s night; 
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray— 
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
My chains fell off, my heart was free, 
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 
My chains fell off, my heart was free, 
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 
 
Still the small inward voice I hear, 
That whispers all my sins forgiven; 
Still the atoning blood is near, 
That quenched the wrath of hostile Heaven. 
I feel the life His wounds impart; 
I feel the Savior in my heart. 
I feel the life His wounds impart; 
I feel the Savior in my heart. 
 
No condemnation now I dread; 
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine; 
Alive in Him, my living Head, 
And clothed in righteousness divine, 
Bold I approach th’eternal throne, 
And claim the crown, through Christ my own. 
Bold I approach th’eternal throne, 
And claim the crown, through Christ my own. 
 
 

 
BLESSED ASSURANCE, Fanny Crosby 
 
Blessèd assurance, Jesus is mine! 
O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood. 
 
Refrain 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior, all the day long; 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior, all the day long. 
 
 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
Angels descending bring from above 
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 
 
Perfect submission, all is at rest 
I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
Watching and waiting, looking above, 
Filled with His goodness, lost in His love. 
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O BOUNDLESS SALVATION 
William Booth 
 
O boundless salvation! deep ocean of love, 
O fullness of mercy, Christ brought from above, 
The whole world redeeming, so rich and so free, 
Now flowing for all men, now flowing for all men, 
Now flowing for all men, come, roll over me! 
 
My sins they are many, their stains are so deep, 
And bitter the tears of remorse that I weep; 
But useless is weeping; thou great crimson sea, 
Thy waters can cleanse me, thy waters can cleanse me, 
Thy waters can cleanse me, come, roll over me! 
 
My tempers are fitful, my passions are strong, 
They bind my poor soul and they force me to wrong; 
Beneath thy blest billows deliverance I see, 
O come, mighty ocean, O come, mighty ocean, 
O come, mighty ocean, and roll over me! 
 
Now tossed with temptation, then haunted with fears, 
My life has been joyless and useless for years; 
I feel something better most surely would be 
If once thy pure waters, if once thy pure waters, 
If once thy pure waters would roll over me. 
 
O ocean of mercy, oft longing I’ve stood 
On the brink of thy wonderful, life giving flood! 
Once more I have reachèd this soul cleansing sea, 
I will not go back, I will not go back, 
I will not go back till it rolls over me. 
 
The tide is now flowing, I’m touching the wave, 
I hear the loud call of the Mighty to Save; 
My faith’s growing bolder, delivered I’ll be; 
I plunge ’neath the waters, I plunge ’neath the waters, 
I plunge ’neath the waters they roll over me. 
 
And now, hallelujah! the rest of my days 
Shall gladly be spent in promoting His praise 
Who opened His bosom to pour out this sea 
Of boundless salvation, of boundless salvation, 
Of boundless salvation for you and for me.



 9 

I KNOW WHOM I HAVE BELIEVED 
 
I know not why God’s wondrous grace 
To me He hath made known, 
Nor why, unworthy, Christ in love 
Redeemed me for His own. 
 
Refrain 
But I know Whom I have believèd, 
And am persuaded that He is able 
To keep that which I’ve committed 
Unto Him against that day. 
 
I know not how this saving faith 
To me He did impart, 
Nor how believing in His Word 
Wrought peace within my heart. 
 
I know not how the Spirit moves, 
Convincing us of sin, 
Revealing Jesus through the Word, 
Creating faith in Him. 
 
I know not what of good or ill 
May be reserved for me, 
Of weary ways or golden days, 
Before His face I see. 
 
I know not when my Lord may come, 
At night or noonday fair, 
Nor if I walk the vale with Him, 
Or meet Him in the air. 
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It Is Well,  Horacio Spafford 
 
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, 
When sorrows like sea billows roll; 
Whatever my lot, Thou has taught me to say, 
It is well, it is well, with my soul. 
 
Refrain 
It is well, with my soul, 
It is well, with my soul, 
It is well, it is well, with my soul. 
 
Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 
Let this blest assurance control, 
That Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 
And hath shed His own blood for my soul. 
 
My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought! 
My sin, not in part but the whole, 
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more, 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! 
 
For me, be it Christ, be it Christ hence to live: 
If Jordan above me shall roll, 
No pang shall be mine, for in death as in life 
Thou wilt whisper Thy peace to my soul. 
 
But, Lord, ‘tis for Thee, for Thy coming we wait, 
The sky, not the grave, is our goal; 
Oh trump of the angel! Oh voice of the Lord! 
Blessèd hope, blessèd rest of my soul! 
 
And Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight, 
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll; 
The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend, 
Even so, it is well with my soul. 
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