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"You meant it for evil, God meant it for good." - Genesis 50:20 
 
Great Verses 
·  "You meant it for evil, God meant it for good." – Genesis 50:20  
·  “It was not you who sent me here but God.” – Genesis 45:4-8 
 
Commentary  
Joseph’s life was a amazing series of rejections, m ishaps, screw-up, fiascos, 
reversals and blessings, that would have soured and  ruined most of us.  We 
would cried, belly-ached, complained, mumbled, and fallen into a funk so deep we 
could never climb out.  But not Joseph.  His string  of bad luck should have made 
him paranoid, neurotic or delusional – but it didn’ t. It made him better.  Like iron 
being tried in the furnace of fire, then suddenly d ipped into cold water, it only 
served to harden the steel of his character into a man of God.  
 
Joseph’s character was not shaped by bad luck that seemed to await him at every 
turn. His character was refined by those injustices .  His character was forged on 
God’s anvil and through constant hammering it shape d him into a man God could 
mightily use.  (Quote Tozer )  
 
We see his character come forth as gold tried seven  times in the fire at the end of 
the story, when he could have gotten even, made his  brothers sweat, or asked 
them to grovel.  It is found in Genesis 45:4-8, the n in Genesis 50:20. 
 
Genesis 45:3 Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Jos eph! Is my father still living?" But his brothers 
were not able to answer him, because they were terr ified at his presence. 4 Then Joseph said to 
his brothers, "Come close to me." When they had don e so, he said, "I am your brother Joseph, the 
one you sold into Egypt! 5 And now, do not be distr essed and do not be angry with yourselves for 
selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. 
 
Genesis 50:20 You intended to harm me, but God inte nded it for good to accomplish what is now 
being done, the saving of many lives.   
 
The secret of his character is found in unshakable faith in a God who loved him 
and had a wonderful plan for his life.  It was a th ough he already knew biblical 
passage that would not be written for many centurie s. Scriptures like:  
 
Jeremiah 29:11 - For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not 
to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  
Romans 8:28 - And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,  who  have 
been called according to his purpose.  
1 Thessalonians 5:18 – Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.   

 
Character is not shown when life is good and everyt hing is coming your way.  
True character can only be shown in the crucible of  crisis when it looks like God 
forgot to be good.  Character hangs on and never le ts go of faith. God will make a 
way! 
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The Background  to the Story 
Adam, Enoch, Noah, Babel, Job? 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Jacob’s sons, then Joseph  
12 sons of Jacob - Reuben,  Simeon,  Levi,  Judah, Issachar,  Zebulun, Dan, Naphtali,  
Gad, Asher, Joseph, and Benjamin 
 
Joseph was 17 years old in Gen. 37:3  
His father made him a coat of many colors. tattleta le,  
Dreams, sheaves, sun moon stars 
Anger of his brothers, hated him, envied him. Kill him, Sold him 
Potiphar’s house, blessed & blessing, evil wife, fa lse accusation, prison 10 years 
Pharaoh’s Dreams 
Set as Governor over all of Egypt 
Famine – Family Visits –  
The Revelation of God’s Purpose 
 
 

What Do We Know About Joseph?  
 

• Act. 1 – Coat of many colors (i.e. Dolly Parton’s s ong)  
• Act. 2 – Sold into Egypt 
• Act. 3 – Potiphar’s House / Wife 
• Act. 4 – Unjustly Imprisoned 10 years 
• Act. 5  – Dream Interpreter (butler/baker) 
• Act. 6 – Forgotten Again 
• Act. 7 – Interprets Pharoah’s Dream 
• Act. 8 – Promoted to Governor of all of Egypt 
• Act. 9 – Family visits – trip 1, trip 2, trip 3 
• Act. 10 – Saves nation & family in famine 

 
 

What Do We Know Learn FromJoseph?  
 

1. Some people will hate you w/o cause – but God is  on the throne! 
2. Bad things happen to good people – but God is on  the throne! 
3. You may be falsely accused, blamed or shamed – b ut God is on the throne! 
4. You may be imprisoned, stalled, or fired – but G od is on the throne!  
5. You may be forgotten, ignored, rejected – but Go d is on the throne! 
6. It can make you bitter, better, or butter  – but God is on the throne! 
7. Know this:  “God means it for good” – but God is  on the throne! 

 

– God is still on the throne! 
God is still on the throne of circumstance, acciden ts, evil events 
 
(ie) The Hammer, the File, the Furnace 
 
 



 3 

Good things , Bad things  
 
Make a two-column list of your life’s events,  
(or the past year, or past five years). Title to the left “Good 
Things”; title to the right “Bad Things”.  
Hurts and Helps. Tears and Cheers. Pains and Gains.  
 

 “All things (God works, weaves) together for good to 
them that love God, to them that are called 
according to his purpose.” – Romans 8:28 
 

(ie) Tozer Quote 
It is doubtful whether God can bless a man greatly 

until He has hurt him deeply. (allowed him to hurt deeply) 

 
(ie) Samuel Rutherford – Scot Minister of 1600s 
“Praise God for the hammer, the file, and the fire” 
About the same time, his first wife died, after a sore sickness of thirteen months; and he himself was so ill 
of a tertian fever for thirteen weeks, that he could not preach on the Sabbath-day without great difficulty. 

TOZER on THE HAMMER, THE FILE, and THE FURNACE 
 

(ie) “God never had my attention until he laid me on my back.”  
– and I’ve only been there two months – Joseph for 12 years!   
  

(ie) Eric Squires – motor cycle accident 
 

“Ships sail east and ships sail west, 
While the selfsame breezes blow, 

It’s the set of the sail and not the gale, 
That determines the way they go.” 
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Quotes 

Character is best developed in the crucible - June 17, 2008 

“A clay pot sitting in the sun will always be a clay pot. It has to go through the 
white heat of the furnace to become porcelain.” – Mildred Witte Struven  
 
“God often puts us in situations that are too much for us so that we will learn that 
no situation is too much for him.” – Erwin Lutzer  
 
Someone asked C.S. Lewis, “Why do the righteous suffer?” “Why not?” he 
replied. “They’re the only ones who can take it.” 

 

“Samuel Rutherford once stated that we should ‘Praise God for the hammer, the file, and the 
furnace.’ He went on to explain that the ‘hammer molds us, the file shapes us, and the fire 
tempers us.’ All three experiences of course are painful, but we can praise God for them because 
we know and love the God who wields them.  

A.W. Tozer, commenting on Rutherford’s statement wrote, ‘The devil, things, and people being 
what they are, it is necessary to use the hammer, the file and the furnace in the holy work 
preparing the saint for sainthood. It is doubtful whether God can bless a man greatly until he 
has hurt him deeply.‘” (Tozer, Root of the Righteous, p 137) 

Howard Hendricks once wrote in a letter to me, “Often the disappointments of life are a part of 
the Lord’s curriculum to prepare you for an even more determinative ministry. Nothing is ever 
wasted in the will of God. . . Your future is as bright as the promises of God.” 

July 11, 2008 - Blog at WordPress.com http://wheelsms.wordpress.com/2008/07/ 
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He Maketh No Mistake 
 
My Father’s way may twist and turn, 
My heart may throb and ache, 
But in my soul I’m glad to know, 
He maketh no mistake.  
 
My cherished plans may go astray, 
My hopes may fade away, 
But I’ll trust my Lord to lead 
For He doth know the way. 
 
Tho’ night be dark, and it may seem 
That day will never break, 
I’ll pin my faith, my all in Him, 
He maketh no mistake. 
 
There’s so much now I cannot see, 
My eyesight’s far too dim; 
But come what may, I’ll simply trust 
And leave it all to Him. 
 
For by and by the mist will lift 
And plain it all He’ll make, 
Through all the way, tho’ dark to me 
He made not one mistake. 
 
~A. M. Overton 
 



 6 

Dolly Parton – Coat of Many Colors 

"Coat of Many Colors " is a song by Dolly Parton, which she has described on 
numerous occasions as her favorite of the songs she has written. She composed the 
song in 1969, while traveling with Porter Wagoner on a tour bus. (She explained in her 
1994 memoire, "My Life and Other Unfinished Business", because she could find no 
paper, as the song came to her, she wrote it on the back of a dry cleaning receipt from 
one of Wagoner's suits; when the song became a hit, Wagoner had the receipt framed.) 
She recorded the song in April 1971, making it the title song for her Coat of Many 
Colors album. Released as single in August 1971, the song reached #4 on the U.S. 
country singles charts. 

The song tells of how Parton's mother stitched toge ther a coat for her daughter 
out of rags given to the family.  As she sewed, she told her child the biblical  story 
of Joseph  and his Coat of Many Colors. The excited child, "w ith patches on my 
britches and holes in both my shoes," rushed to sch ool, "just to find the others 
laughing and making fun of me" for wearing a coat m ade of rags. 

I couldn't understand it, for I felt I was rich 
And I told them of the love my mama sewed in every stitch 
And I told them all the story mama told me while she sewed 
And how my Coat of Many Colors was worth more than all their clothes 

The song concludes with Parton singing the moral of her story: 

One is only poor, only if you choose to be 
Although we had no money, I was rich as I could be 
In my Coat of Many Colors my mama made for me 

Parton kept the original coat, now on display in her Chasing Rainbows Museum at 
Dollywood. (Wagoner also donated the framed dry cleaning receipt on which Parton 
composed the song to the museum, where it now hangs.) 



 7 

Dolly Parton’s - Coat of Many Colors  
 
 
Back through the years  
I go wonderin' once again  
Back to the seasons of my youth  
I recall a box of rags that someone gave us  
And how my momma put the rags to use  
There were rags of many colors  
Every piece was small  
And I didn't have a coat  
And it was way down in the fall  
Momma sewed the rags together  
Sewin' every piece with love  
She made my coat of many colors  
That I was so proud of  
As she sewed, she told a story  
From the bible, she had read  
About a coat of many colors  
Joseph wore and then she said  
Perhaps this coat will bring you  
Good luck and happiness  
And I just couldn't wait to wear it  
And momma blessed it with a kiss  

Chorus:  

My coat of many colors  
That my momma made for me  
Made only from rags  
But I wore it so proudly  
Although we had no money  
I was rich as I could be  
In my coat of many colors  
My momma made for me  

 

 

So with patches on my britches  
Holes in both my shoes  
In my coat of many colors  
I hurried off to school  
Just to find the others laughing  
And making fun of me  
In my coat of many colors  
My momma made for me  

And oh I couldn't understand it  
For I felt I was rich  
And I told them of the love  
My momma sewed in every stitch  
And I told 'em all the story  
Momma told me while she sewed  
And how my coat of many colors  
Was worth more than all their clothes  

But they didn't understand it  
And I tried to make them see  
That one is only poor  
Only if they choose to be  
Now I know we had no money  
But I was rich as I could be  
In my coat of many colors  
My momma made for me  
Made just for me  
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Lessons:  
 
·  Some people will hate you without a cause, and seek  to do you harm.  
 
·  The Lord blessed the Egyptian's house (Potiphar) fo r Joseph's sake," 
       Potiphar made him overseer over his house. 
 
·  God blessed everything he put his hand to do.  
 
·  God used him to save many alive. 
 
·  They meant if for evil, God meant it for good.  
 
·  You may not like where you are at (Egypt), but beli eve God has a plan.   
 
·  An anointing for leadership is a gift to be used fo r others.  
 
·  God brought him to the kingdom for such a time as t his. 
 
·  There will always be a Potiphar's wife in your path .  
 
·  Two years or 10 years in prison – can make you bitt er or better. 
 
·  When others rule, God is still on the throne. 
 
My times are in thy hands . 

·  People (evil) – not for you, but for God’s glory 
·  Potiphar’s wife – not for you, but for God’s glory 
·  Prisons – not for you, but for God’s glory 
·  Prosperity – not for you, but for God’s glory 

 
It’s not all about you!  
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Blessed Be Your Name 
by Matt Redman 

 
 
Blessed Be Your Name 
In the land that is plentiful  
Where Your streams of abundance flow 
Blessed be Your name 
 
Blessed Be Your name 
When I'm found in the desert place 
Though I walk through the wilderness 
Blessed Be Your name 
 
Every blessing You pour out  
I'll turn back to praise 
When the darkness closes in, Lord 
Still I will say 
 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your name 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your glorious name 
 
Blessed be Your name 
When the sun's shining down on me 
When the world's 'all as it should be' 
Blessed be Your name 
 
 

 
Blessed be Your name 
On the road marked with suffering  
Though there's pain in the offering  
Blessed be Your name 
 
Every blessing You pour out  
I'll turn back to praise 
When the darkness closes in, Lord 
Still I will say 
 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your name 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your glorious name 
 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your name 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your glorious name 
 
You give and take away 
You give and take away 
My heart will choose to say 
Lord, blessed be Your name 
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Excerpt from A. W. Tozer 
 
It was the enraptured Rutherford who could shout in the midst of serious and painful 
trials, "Praise God for the hammer, the file and the furnace." 
 
The hammer  is a useful tool, but the nail, if it had feeling and intelligence, could present 
another side of the story. For the nail knows the hammer only as an opponent, a brutal, 
merciless enemy who lives to pound it into submission, to beat it down out of sight and 
clinch it into place. That is the nail's view of the hammer, and it is accurate except for 
one thing: The nail forgets that both it and the hammer are servants of the same 
workman. Let the nail but remember that the hammer is held by the workman and all 
resentment toward it will disappear. The carpenter decides whose head will be beaten 
next and what hammer shall be used in the beating. That is his sovereign right. When 
the nail has surrendered to the will of the workman and has gotten a little glimpse of his 
benign plans for its future it will yield to the hammer without complaint. 
 
The file  is more painful still, for its business is to bite into the soft metal, scraping and 
eating away the edges till it has shaped the metal to its will. Yet the file has, in truth, no 
real will in the matter, but serves another master as the metal also does. It is the master 
and not the file that decides how much shall be eaten away, what shape the metal shall 
take, and how long the painful filing shall continue. Let the metal accept the will of the 
master and it will not try to dictate when or how it shall be filed. 
 
As for the furnace , it is the worst of all. Ruthless and savage, it leaps at every 
combustible thing that enters it and never relaxes its fury till it has reduced it all to 
shapeless ashes. All that refuses to burn is melted to a mass of helpless matter, without 
will or purpose of its own. When everything is melted that will melt and all is burned that 
will burn, then and not till then the furnace calms down and rests from its destructive 
fury. 
 
With all this known to him, how could Rutherford find it in his heart to praise God for the 
hammer, the file and the furnace? The answer is simply that he loved the Master of the 
hammer, he adored the Workman who wielded the file, he worshiped the Lord who 
heated the furnace for the everlasting blessing of His children. He had felt the hammer 
till its rough beatings no longer hurt; he had endured the file till he had come actually to 
enjoy its bitings; he had walked with God in the furnace so long that it had become as 
his natural habitat. That does not overstate the facts. His letters reveal as much. 
 
Such doctrine as this does not find much sympathy among Christians in these soft and 
carnal days. We tend to think of Christianity as a painless system by which we can 
escape the penalty of past sins and attain to heaven at last. The flaming desire to be rid 
of every unholy thing and to put on the likeness of Christ at any cost is not often found 
among us. We expect to enter the everlasting kingdom of our Father and to sit down 
around the table with sages, saints and martyrs; and through the grace of God, maybe 
we shall; yes, maybe we shall. But for the most of us it could prove at first an 
embarrassing experience. Ours might be the silence of the untried soldier in the 
presence of the battle-hardened heroes who have fought the fight and won the victory 
and who have scars to prove that they were present when the battle was joined. 
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The devil, things and people being what they are, it is necessary for God to use the 
hammer, the file and the furnace in His holy work of preparing a saint for true sainthood.  
 

It is doubtful whether God can bless a man greatly 
until He has hurt him deeply. 

 
Without doubt we of this generation have become too soft to scale great spiritual 
heights. Salvation has come to mean deliverance from unpleasant things. Our hymns 
and sermons create for us a religion of consolation and pleasantness. We overlook the 
pace of the thorns, the cross and the blood. We ignore the function of the hammer and 
the file. 
 
Strange as it may sound, it is yet true that much of the suffering we are called upon to 
endure on the highway of holiness is an inward suffering for which scarcely an external 
cause can be found. For our journey is an inward journey, and our real foes are invisible 
to the eyes of men. Attacks of darkness, of despondency, of acute self-depreciation 
may be endured without any change in our outward circumstances. Only the enemy and 
God and the hard-pressed Christian know what has taken place. The inward suffering 
has been great and a mighty work of purification has been accomplished, but the heart 
[knows] its own sorrow and no one else can share it. God has cleansed His child in the 
only way He can, circumstance being what they are. Thank God for the furnace. 
 
A. W. Tozer, The Root of the Righteous, chapter 39, page 137 
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Joseph (Wikipedia) (Jacob)  

The Bible next relates the story of Joseph, who was separated from his father Jacob at 
the age of 17 and sent down to Egypt as a slave by his brothers, who were jealous of 
his dreams of kingship over them. Jacob was deeply grieved by the loss of his favorite 
son, and refused to be comforted. Christian commentators have speculated that this 
was a punishment from God due to Jacob's earlier sins, which included impersonation 
of Esau (a form of lying or deception). 

When Joseph got to Egypt, he was sold as a slave to Potifar, who treated him well. 
Disaster struck when Potifar's wife accused Joseph of committing adultery with her. So 
Joseph was thrown into the royal prison. Two other men came to join him in the prison. 
One was a butler. The other a baker. Both used to work for Pharaoh and both had a 
dream. Joseph interpreted the dreams and they came true. The butler went back to 
work for the Pharaoh and the baker got executed.  

Joseph was left in prison. Nearly ten years after the sale of Joseph, Pharaoh had two 
troubling dreams which could not be interpreted to his satisfaction. Joseph, who was still 
in the royal prison, was recommended to Pharaoh as an interpreter of dreams, by the 
butler and Joseph explained the dreams as relating to seven years of plenty followed by 
seven years of famine. Pharaoh was so impressed that he made Joseph viceroy over 
Egypt and the manager of Egypt's grain stores. Joseph artfully managed first the 
storage and then the distribution of Egypt's grain, making Pharaoh quite wealthy. 

When the famine struck, 10 of Jacob's sons went to Egypt to procure grain for their 
starving families in Canaan.[5] Upon meeting Joseph for the first time in nearly 20 years, 
they did not recognize him, since he now dressed and spoke like an Egyptian. However, 
Joseph recognized them and demanded to see the twelfth brother of whom they spoke, 
his own full-brother, Benjamin. As a way of making sure they would come back, he took 
Simeon (being the oldest who plotted to sell him, since Reuben intended to rescue him) 
as a hostage until they returned with Benjamin. 

Jacob was distraught when he heard this news, for Benjamin was all that was left to him 
of his beloved wife Rachel's children, and he refused to release him lest something 
happen to Benjamin, too. But when their food stores ran out and the famine worsened, 
Jacob agrees to Judah's promise to protect Benjamin from harm.  

The brothers returned to Joseph with Benjamin, and when Joseph saw Benjamin he 
was overcome with emotion, and revealed himself to his brothers. He invited them to 
bring their families and their father, Jacob, down to Egypt to live near him, and gave 
them a place to live in the Egyptian province of Goshen. 
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Jacob's last seventeen years were spent in peace an d tranquility in Egypt , 
knowing that all his 12 sons were righteous people, and he died at the age of 147. 
Before his death, he made Joseph promise that he would bury him in the Cave of 
Machpelah, even though Jacob had buried Joseph's mother, Rachel, by the side of the 
road and not in the Cave (Leah had been buried there, instead, along with Abraham, 
Sarah, Rebecca and Issac). With Pharaoh's permission, Joseph led a huge state funeral 
back to the land of Canaan, with the 12 sons carrying their father's coffin and many 
Egyptian officials accompanying them. 

Before he died, Jacob adopted Joseph's two teenage sons , Ephraim and Manasseh, 
as his own. He also blessed each one of his sons. According to the Midrash, he desired 
to tell them the exact date when the Messiah would arrive, but the prophecy failed him. 
He feared lest one of his sons was not righteous, but they responded, "Shema Yisrael 
Adonai Eloheinu Adonai Echad" - "Hear O Israel [Israel being another name of Jacob], 
the Lord Our God, the Lord is One!" Satisfied that his sons were united in the service of 
God, Jacob proclaimed, "Baruch Shem Kavod Malchuso Le'Olam Va'Ed" - "Blessed is 
the Name of His glorious Kingdom for ever and ever". Today these two verses are 
said together, the first one aloud and the second o ne quietly, in the morning and 
evening Jewish prayer services.  

Traditional division (Jacob’s Sons): 
1. Reuben  
2. Simeon  
3.  Levi  
4. Judah  
5. Issachar  
6. Zebulun  
7. Dan  
8. Naphtali  
9. Gad  
10. Asher  
11. Joseph  
12. Benjamin  
 
Division by apportionment of land in Israel (Jacob’ s Sons):: 
1. Reuben  
2. Simeon  
3. Judah  
4. Issachar  
5. Zebulun  
6. Dan  
7. Naphtali  
8. Gad  
9. Asher  
10. Benjamin  
11. Ephraim – Joseph’s sons 
12. Manasseh – Joseph’s sons 
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Easton’s Bible Dictionary 
“Joseph”,  remover or increaser.  
 
(1.) The elder of the two sons of Jacob by Rachel ( Gen. 30:23, 24), who, on the 
occasion of his birth, said, "God hath taken away [ Heb. 'asaph] my reproach." 
"The Lord shall add [Heb. yoseph] to me another son " (Gen. 30:24). He was a 
child of probably six years of age when his father returned from Haran to Canaan 
and took up his residence in the old patriarchal to wn of Hebron.  
 
"Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children , because he was the son of 
his old age," and he "made him a long garment with sleeves" (Gen. 37:3, R.V. 
marg.), i.e., a garment long and full, such as was worn by the children of nobles. 
This seems to be the correct rendering of the words . The phrase, however, may 
also be rendered, "a coat of many pieces", i.e., a patchwork of many small pieces 
of divers colours.  
 
When he was about seventeen years old Joseph incurr ed the jealous hatred of 
his brothers (Gen. 37:4). They "hated him, and coul d not speak peaceably unto 
him." Their anger was increased when he told them h is dreams (37:11). Jacob 
desiring to hear tidings of his sons, who had gone to Shechem with their flocks, 
some 60 miles from Hebron, sent Joseph as his messe nger to make inquiry 
regarding them. Joseph found that they had left She chem for Dothan, whither he 
followed them. As soon as they saw him coming they began to plot against him, 
and would have killed him had not Reuben interposed .  
 
They ultimately sold him to a company of Ishmaelite  merchants for twenty pieces 
(shekels) of silver  (about $2,10s.), ten pieces less than the current value of a 
slave, for "they cared little what they had for him , if so be they were rid of him."  
 
These merchants were going down with a varied assor tment of merchandise to 
the Egyptian market, and thither they conveyed him,  and ultimately sold him as a 
slave to Potiphar, an "officer of Pharaoh's, and ca ptain of the guard" (Gen. 37:36). 
"The Lord blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's  sake," and Potiphar made 
him overseer over his house.  
 
At length a false charge having been brought agains t him by Potiphar's wife , he 
was at once cast into the state prison (39; 40), wh ere he remained for at least two 
years. After a while the "chief of the cupbearers" and the "chief of the bakers" of 
Pharaoh's household were cast into the same prison (40:2). Each of these new 
prisoners dreamed a dream in the same night, which Joseph interpreted, the 
event occurring as he had said.  
 
This led to Joseph's being remembered subsequently by the chief butler  when 
Pharaoh also dreamed. At his suggestion Joseph was brought from prison to 
interpret the king's dreams. Pharaoh was well pleas ed with Joseph's wisdom in 
interpreting his dreams, and with his counsel with reference to the events then 
predicted; and he set him over all the land of Egyp t (Gen. 41:46), and gave him 
the name of Zaphnath-paaneah .  
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He was married to Asenath , the daughter of the priest of On, and thus became  a 
member of the priestly class. Joseph was now about thirty years of age. As 
Joseph had interpreted, seven years of plenty came,  during which he stored up 
great abundance of corn in granaries built for the purpose. These years were 
followed by seven years of famine "over all the fac e of the earth," when "all 
countries came into Egypt to Joseph to buy corn" (G en. 41:56, 57; 47:13, 14).  
 
Thus "Joseph gathered up all the money that was in the land of Egypt, and in the 
land of Canaan, for the corn which they bought." Af terwards all the cattle and all 
the land, and at last the Egyptians themselves, bec ame the property of Pharaoh.  
 
During this period of famine Joseph's brethren also  came down to Egypt to buy 
corn. The history of his dealings with them, and of  the manner in which he at 
length made himself known to them, is one of the mo st interesting narratives that 
can be read (Gen. 42-45). Joseph directed his breth ren to return and bring Jacob 
and his family to the land of Egypt, saying, "I wil l give you the good of the land of 
Egypt, and ye shall eat the fat of the land. Regard  not your stuff; for the good of 
all the land is yours."  
 
Accordingly Jacob and his family, to the number of threescore and ten souls, 
together with "all that they had," went down to Egy pt. They were settled in the 
land of Goshen, where Joseph met his father, and "f ell on his neck, and wept on 
his neck a good while" (Gen. 46:29).  
 
The excavations of Dr. Naville have shown the land of Goshen to be the Wady 
Tumilat, between Ismailia and Zagazig . In Goshen (Egyptian Qosem) they had 
pasture for their flocks, were near the Asiatic fro ntier of Egypt, and were out of 
the way of the Egyptian people. An inscription spea ks of it as a district given up 
to the wandering shepherds of Asia.  
 
Jacob at length died, and in fulfilment of a promis e which he had exacted, Joseph 
went up to Canaan to bury his father in "the field of Ephron the Hittite" (Gen. 
47:29-31; 50:1-14). This was the last recorded act of Joseph, who again returned 
to Egypt. "The 'Story of the Two Brothers,' an Egyp tian romance written for the 
son of the Pharaoh of the Oppression, contains an e pisode very similar to the 
Biblical account of Joseph's treatment by Potiphar' s wife. Potiphar and 
Potipherah are the Egyptian Pa-tu-pa-Ra, 'the gift of the sun-god.'  
 
The name given to Joseph, Zaphnath-paaneah, is prob ably the Egyptian Zaf-nti-
pa-ankh, 'nourisher of the living one ,' i.e., of the Pharaoh. There are many 
instances in the inscriptions of foreigners in Egyp t receiving Egyptian names, 
and rising to the highest offices of state."  
 
By his wife Asenath, Joseph had two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim (Gen. 41: 50). 
Joseph having obtained a promise from his brethren that when the time should 
come that God would "bring them unto the land which  he sware to Abraham, to 
Isaac, and to Jacob," they would carry up his bones  out of Egypt, at length died, 
at the age of one hundred and ten years; and "they embalmed him, and he was 
put in a coffin" (Gen. 50:26). This promise was fai thfully observed. Their 
descendants, long after, when the Exodus came, carr ied the body about with 
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them during their forty years' wanderings, and at l ength buried it in Shechem, in 
the parcel of ground which Jacob bought from the so ns of Hamor (Josh. 24:32; 
comp. Gen. 33:19).  
 
With the death of Joseph the patriarchal age of the  history of Israel came to a 
close. The Pharaoh of Joseph's elevation was probab ly Apepi, or Apopis, the last 
of the Hyksos kings . Some, however, think that Joseph came to Egypt in  the reign 
of Thothmes III. (see page 539), long after the exp ulsion of the Hyksos. The name 
Joseph denotes the two tribes of Ephraim and Manass eh in Deut. 33:13-17; the 
kingdom of Israel in Ezek. 37:16, 19, Amos 5:6; and  the whole covenant people of 
Israel in Ps. 81:4.  
 

Kings and Pharaohs 
a position for Joseph in either the late Middle Kingdom or the Hyksos (c.1650-1540 BC) period 
of Egypt is plausible. 
 
 
The identity of the Pharaoh of the Exodus is likewise uncertain. The "Late Date" position, which 
is most popular, is that it was either Ramses II or his successor Merneptah. The Early Date 
supporters argue for Amenhotep II or his father Thutmose III. Ahmose I (in The Exodus 
Decoded), Horemheb or Ramesses I have been suggested by a smaller minority of scholars. 
 
The Pharaoh of Joseph's elevation was probably Apep i, or Apopis, the last of the 
Hyksos kings . Some, however, think that Joseph came to Egypt in  the reign of 
Thothmes III. (see page 539), long after the expuls ion of the Hyksos. 
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Children’s Version  

The Story of Joseph  

This is the story about a young man named Joseph.  His father's name is Jacob, and 
they lived in Canaan from where his grandfather was from. 

Joseph was seventeen (old enough to drive a car these days), and he had eleven 
brothers; and only had one brother younger than him.  Can you imagine having eleven 
brothers to play with, or fight with? 

Because Joseph was one of the youngest sons, his father spent more time with him, 
and he became very special to him.  So Jacob had a special robe made for Joseph.  
(They didn't have jackets back then, so this was a very special jacket).  It was very 
beautiful and had every color you could imagine in it. 

All of Joseph's older brothers saw this and they got very jealous.  The word jealous 
means that Joseph's brothers disliked him because they thought his father liked him 
more, and because he got the special coat.  They got so jealous they couldn't even say 
a kind word to him. 

One day Joseph had a dream, and he went to go tell his brothers.  He said, "Guess 
what?  Last night I had a strange dream.  We were tying up bunches of grain out in the 
field when suddenly my bunch stood up, while all of yours gathered around and bowed 
to me."  The brothers looked at each other in disgust, but Joseph continued.  "Then I 
had another dream that the sun, moon, and eleven stars bowed down to me." 

"Who do you think you are?"  The brothers said.  "Do you think that you are better than 
all of us?  Do you think that we would ever bow down to you?"  This made the brothers 
dislike Joseph even more. 

When he told his father about his dreams he said, "Those are strange dreams."  But he 
thought carefully about  what Joseph had told him. 

A few days later Joseph's father asked him to check on his brothers.  They were in the 
fields quite a distance away.  So Joseph went to find them. 

When the brothers saw Joseph in the distance, they made a plan to kill him.  But when 
Reuben, Joseph's oldest brother heard this he said, "Let's not kill him, just throw him in 
a well out here in the field."  He said this because he was secretly planning to come 
back and rescue Joseph when the other brothers had left. 

So when Joseph came to them, they took off his beautiful robe and they threw him in an 
empty well.  A little while later a group of people came by that were wanting to sell some 
things in Egypt.  One of the brothers spoke up, "Why don't we sell him to these people, 
this way we never have to see him again, and we don't have to kill him." 

The other brothers liked this idea, so they sold him to the people who were going to 
Egypt. 
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Unfortunately Reuben had been working and hadn't seen what happened.  When he 
returned to the well he noticed that Joseph was gone.  He had been sold to an 
important man named Potiphar, an assistant to the Pharaoh of Egypt. 

The rest of the brothers took Joseph's beautiful robe and dipped it in animal blood and 
took it back to their father.  When the father saw this he cried, "Some animal has killed 
my son."  And he cried for many days, so much that nobody could comfort him. 

Now Joseph had started out as a slave, but the Lord was with Joseph and He helped 
him do everything right.  So Potiphar made him his helper, and put him in charge of 
everything that he owned. 

The problem came when Potiphar's wife lied about Joseph to her husband, so Potiphar 
had Joseph put into jail. 

The Lord was still with Joseph in jail, and the warden put Joseph in charge of all the 
prisoners.  He never worried because the Lord was with Joseph and helped him do 
everything right. 

After Joseph had been in jail for some time a cupbearer and baker to Pharaoh had been 
sent there.  One night each of them had a dream.  They told their dreams to Joseph and 
he told the cupbearer that he would soon be let out of jail.  "Please tell Pharaoh about 
me, and ask him to get me out of here."  Joseph said. 

When the cupbearer was freed he forgot about what Joseph did.  So Joseph stayed in 
jail for two more years.  Until one day the Pharaoh had a dream, and nobody could 
explain it to him.  The cupbearer then remembered what Joseph had done for him, and 
Joseph was brought to Pharaoh. 

"Can you understand dreams?"  Pharaoh asked.  "I can't, but God helps me."  Joseph 
replied.  After Pharaoh had told him his dream Joseph explained, "God is warning you.  
There will be seven years when nothing will grow and there won't be any food for 
anyone." 

"What can I do?"  Pharaoh asked.  "God has shown you what to do.  There will be 
seven years before the bad years that will be very good.  So good that there will be 
extra food for everyone.  So you should save a little bit  of each years harvest, that way 
you will have enough to get you through the bad years."  Joseph said. 

Pharaoh believed all that Joseph told him, and put him in charge of all the land of Egypt. 

People came from all countries to buy grain from Joseph, because the whole world was 
in need of food.  Some of those people were Joseph's brothers.  When his brothers 
came, Joseph recognized them, but they did not know who he was.  (It had been over 
10 years since they had seen him). 

The brothers all bowed to him because he was an important person.  Just as he 
dreamed they would at the beginning. 
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After a few meetings with his brothers he could not keep it in any longer and Joseph 
said to his brothers, "I am Joseph!  Is my father alive?"  But his brothers couldn't answer 
him because they were afraid.  Then Joseph said, "Come here.  I am your brother, the 
one you sold!  Do not worry, and do not be angry at yourselves for selling me, because 
God has put me here to save people from starving." 

So his father, his brothers, and their families came to live in Egypt with Joseph, and they 
had all the food they needed. 

  
 


